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1. INISTERS will meet 
their people in the 
judgment, and give an account 
ofthem to God. The text im- 
ports a judgment day, when min- 
isters and the people of their 
charge shall meet together, in 
the presence of Christ ; and that 
ministers will then give an ac- 
count of their people: of the 
manner in which they treated 
the gospel, and how they lived, 
and died. As an account must 
he given, so there must be a 
time when it shall be given, or 
a judgment day. That there will 
be a general judgment of all 
moral agents, principles, exer- 
cises and actions, the scriptures 
are express. 
In this awful day, ministers 
and their people will meet to- 
gether ; their former meetings 
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will all be reviewed, and their 
designs, views, aims and conduct 
in them will be examined ; and 
the eternal state of ministers and 
their hearers will be determined 
according to them. All their 
meetings in this world, in the 
house of God, at the houses of 
mourning, at the graves and fu- 
nerals of the dead, and on all 
occasions of prayer, instruction 
and conversation, had reference 
to this, and will all have a mo- 
mentous influence on its deci- 
sions. This meeting will be won- 
derfully different from all the 
former. They met then in time ; 
but now they will meet in eter- 
nity. They met then in an as- 
sembly of neighbors and fellow 
mortals ; but now they will meet 
before the judgment seat of 
Christ, before angels, men and 
devils. They met then, saints 
and sinners undistinguished, in 
the house of God, atthe Lord’s 
table, in the same seats and 
places ; but now they will be 
distinguished and separated.— 
Their different characters, as 
saints and sinners, will now be 
made manifest ; and they will 
have different places on the 
L 





right and on tle left of their 
judge. ©The wicked will no 

re stand in the congregation 
of the righteous. ‘They met to- 
gether in this world, to prepare 
for judgment ; but now to be 
judged. 

They had many solemn meet- 
ings in this world. They have 
met together for prayer and 
praise, to preach and hear the 
word, to fast and pray, to attend 
the sacraments, to maintain the 
discipline of Christ’s house, to 
converse onthe concerns ef their 
souls. They have often met 
each other at the house of mourn- 
ing, and at the graves of their 
departed friends, where every 
thing conspired to make tlrem 
thoughtful, tender and solemn. 
These were interesting and 
solemn meetings ; but in com- 
parison with this last meeting 
they had no solemnity at all. 
They here met in a state of trial, 


or probation. It was an accept- 
ed time and day of salvation. 
But at this meeting the harvest 
will be past, and the summer 
wiil be ended. Nothing can now 


be done for the soul. Now he 
that is holy will he holy still ; 
and he that is filthy will be filthy 
still. Hypocrites and wicked 
men, whether teachers or hear- 
ers, will now be made manifest, 
and be gathered out of the ee 
dom. 

Ministers will now give an ac- 
count not only of themselves and 
of their ministry ; but of all the 
souls committed to their care. 
This is implied in the text. “ For 
they watch for your souls as 
they that must give account.” 
As ministers and people have 
been in a peculiar manner rela- 
ted to each other, so they, in an 
especial manner will be ee 
faceto face, at the judgment s¢ 
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of Christ, and will there accuse 
and condefiin, or witness for and 
justify each other. The scrip- 
tures teach us, that they will 
know each other, and the rela- 
tion in which they stood one to 
the other ; and that they will be 
an occasion of exceeding sorrow 
or joy, to each other: That with 
respect to some, ministers will 
render their account with joy; 
and with respect to others with 
grief :-—That with respect to 
some it will be unprofitable. 
The apostle in his second epistle 
to the Corinthians, 1 Chapter 
and 14 verse affirms, “ We are 
your rejoicing, even as ye also 
are ours in the day of the Lord.” 
And 1 Thessalonians ii.e 19, 20, 
“ For what is our hope, or joy 
or crown of rejoicing ? Are not 
even ye, inthe presence of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, at his com- 
ing ? For ye are our glory and 
jo,.” With respect to those 
who have been born again, obey- 
ed the gospel, been edified and 
saved through the instrument- 
ality of their faithful pastors, 
they will be matter of their ex- 
cecding joy, and add eternal lus- 
ire to their crown. They will 
joyfully present them to the 
Lord, saying here are we, and 
the children whom thou hast 
graciously given us. They will 
testify their obedience to Christ 
and his word, their zeal and con- 
stancy In attending divine insti- 
tutions, their prayers, faith and 
charity, and bless the Lord for 
his grace bestowed upon them ; 
and that he hath given them to 
be their joy and crown. The 
saints will testify the zeal, la- 

bours, care and faithfulness of 
their pious pastors, before thei' 

judge, and the whole rational 
creation. They will publicly 
manifest how they watched ove: 
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them, instructed, edified and 
comforted them. They will ac- 
knowledge them, asthe happy 
instruments, by whom they be- 
lieved and were saved. Oh, how 
will they cluster round them, pro- 
nounce their blessings upon 
them, and bless God for them! 
What aneternal glory and joy 
will they be to each other, in the 
presence of Christ? How wiil 
those who have been wise to turn 
many unto righteousness, shine 
asthe brightness of the firma- 
mentand as the stars for ever and 
ever!” Nay, as the sun in its 
strength in the kingdom of their 
father ? 

With respect to the wicked, 
the faithful ministers of Christ 
will testify their obstinacy, im- 
penitence, ungodliness and wil- 
ful reyection of Christ and the 
salvation of the gospel. They 


will testify how they warned, 


instructed, counselled and in- 
treated them : how they have 
pleaded with them to forsake the 
foolish and live: how they have 
pleaded with them the love of 
Christ, the mercies of God, the 
worth of their souls, the blessed- 
ness of a pardon, of peace and 
communion with God, that they 
would be reconciled to him. 
They will deciare hoa they have 
testified against their sins, and 
persuaded them by the terrors 
ofthe Lord. They will testify, 
That they would not hear ; 
that they despised all God’s coun- 
sels, and would none of his re- 
proof. In this world, ministers 
loved their people ; they greatly 
desired, that they might be con- 
verted to God; they longed 
exceedingly for their salvation ; 
they praved and besought the 
Lord even with tears, in secret, 
private and public for their sal- 
vation ; they covered their faults 
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with a mantle of love, and hoped 
the best concerning them ; they 
watched all opportunities to do 
them good ; but now they will 
testify against them, and faith 
fully declare their wickedness ; 
they will judge and condemn 
them. And the consciences of 
impenitent sinners will accord 
with the testimony of their faith- 
ful pastors. Such sinners will 
therefore mourn at last, saying, 
How have we hated instruction, 
and our heart despised reproof ? 
And we have not obeyed the 
voice of our teachers, nor inclin- 
ed our ear to them that instruct- 
ed us. 

With respect to slothful and 
unfaithful servants in the minis- 
try,and blind guides of the blind, 
they will now all be made ma- 
nifest. The souls which perish- 
ed, under their ministry, and 
had not been warned, nor taught 
the truth as it is in Jesus, or had 
been taught error and wicked- 
ness, willrise up and testify a- 
gainst them, and charge their 
blood upon them. They will 
curse them as instrumental of 
their perdition. The judge will 
condemn them, and command, 
“ Bi-d them hand and foot, and 
take them away, and cast them 
into outer darkness*.” “ He will 
cat them asunder, and appoint 
them their portion with hypo- 
crites : There shall be weeping 
and enashing of teetht.” No plea 
of office, of gifts, or privileges, 
now avails any thing. The sen- 
tence will be executed. The 
judge hath premonished us, That 
many will say unto him in that 
day, “ Lord, Lord, Have we not 
prophesied in thy name? And 
in thy namecast out devils? And 

— 
* Matth., xxii. 15. 
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in thy name done many wonder- 
ful works? And then will I pro- 
fess unte them, I never knew 
you: depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity. 

The manner in which we 
have been discoursing will natu- 
rally lead toa solemn and _ inter- 
esting improvement. 

I. What an incalculably ardu- 
ous and momentousemployment 
is the work of the gospel minis- 
try ? What eminent degrees of 
grace, and what various gifts 
and qualifications are necessary 
for its due performance ! With 
what prayerfulness, fear and 
trembling ought ministers to 
undertake and fulfil it ? How ne- 
cessary is it that God should 
give unto them, as he did to the 
apostles, the spirit of power, and 
of love, and of a sound mind ? 
What need have they constantly 
to be deriving strength from 
Christ, through whose strength- 
enings they can do all things ? 
How necessary. is it that all their 
brethren should pray for them ? 
And that they should keep the 
judgment seat of Christ, and the 
account they must give, and its 
eternal consequences in view, to 
stimulate them to their work ? 

II. With what attention, rev- 
erence and godly fear, should the 
meetings of ministers and their 
people be attended, in the pre- 
sent world, since they have re- 
ference to the final judgment, 
and will all be reviewed, and at- 
tended with eternal consequences 
in the future world ? How should 
ministers preach, and people 
hear, as though they were going 
to judgment, and must give an 
account ? 

Ill. Since ministers are re- 
quired to watch for souls,as those 
who must give account, how 

+ Matth. vii. 22. 23. 
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ought their hearers to watch and 
pray always, that the account to 
be given of them, at the last day, 
may notbe grievous nor unproft- 
able to them. How should they 
watch against all error, every 
wicked principle and habit, a- 
gainst evil company, and every 
thing which may have a tenden- 
cy to destroy their souls ? How 
should they watch all opportuni- 
ties of instruction, and attend 
all divine institutions? How 
should they watch all revivals of 
religion, all the strivings of the 
divine spirit with themselves ? 
How careful should they be not 
to turn their backs on the gospel 
feast, and go to their farms and 
merchandize ? Not to be found 
among those who receive seed 
by the way side, nor in stony 
places, nor yet among thorns? 
How should they watch thatthey 
be not among those who, after 
they appeared to run well, have 
been hindered, or among those 
who draw back, in whom God 
has no pleasure ! How incalcu- 
lably importantis it that they 
should obey their teachers, and 
be not only hearers but doers 
of the word? 

1V. With what deep atten- 
tion and seriousness should 
ministers, and the people of their 
charge, be looking forward to 
that awful and interesting period, 
when they shall stand together 
face to face, before the Son of 
man ? Howshould they examine 
themselves, with respect to their 
conduct towards ove another ? 
And what preparation they are 
in for the judgment day ? With 
what deep impression and se- 
riousness, as in the presence of 
our omniscient Saviour, does it 
become us, whom he hath put 
into the ministry, to examine 
ourselves whether we are watch- 
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ing with those principles and 
views, and in the manner which 
has been represented ? Do we 
indeed love God and our Lord 
Jesus Christ? Do we long for 
the salvation of our people as in 
the bowels of Christ ? Is it in- 
deed our hearts’ desire and prayer 
to God for them, that they may 
be saved? Have the great objects 
of our ministry been the glory 
of God and thesalvation of men ? 
Do we watch in that deeply im- 
pressed, serious and zealous 
manner which becomes those 
who mustaccount for souls ? 

Itindeed concerns all my hear- 
ers in view of this subject, most 
seriously to enquire what prepa- 
ration they are in to go to judg- 
ment, and meet their teachers in 
eternity ? You have alla deep 
concern in the subject. You 
have enjoyed the gospel, you 
have been instructed, warned 
and besought, in the name of 
Christ, to be reconciled to God. 
Have you obeyed the gospel ? 
Do you live godly in Christ 
Jesus ’ Or do you live in im- 
penitence and unbelief? Are you 
not going securely, in all your 
sins, to that judgment in which 
the ungodly cannot stand? I 
beseech you to enquire how this 
is. It is not a vain thing, it is 
for vour life. I press it upon you, 
that you may know yourselves, 
and that your souls may be saved, 
in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

V. I wish to improve the sub- 
ject to the further quickening of 
myself, and my reverend breth- 
ren in the ministry. 

teverend and dear brethren. 

I have considered the min- 
isters of Christ as one of the most 
useful and important classes of 
men uponearth. I have esteem- 
ed them for their piety and near- 
ness to Christ, and for their work 





Trumbull’s Association Sermon. 


sake, above any other. I hare, 
through a long ministry, enjoy- 
ed their confidence, respect and 
brotherly assistance, far beyond 
my deserts. For these things 
I take this opportunity, my rev- 
erend and dear brethren, to re- 
turn you my public and sincere 
acknowledgments. I have now 
outlived my three score ycars 
and ten, and never expect again 
to meet this venerable body, in 
the present world. But we shall 
all have a more solemn meeting, 
with the people of our respective 
charges, at that tribunal to which 
this discourse has been pointing 
us. I confess to you, that it has 
beenthe design of it to quicken 
myself and you to greater zeal, 
watchfulness and exertion in our 
work, and to be instrumental 


of our more happy preparation 


to stand together, in the presence 
ofour Lord with triumph and 
joy : That God may be more 
glorified in us ; that the seals 
of our ministry may be more 
numerous, and our crowns and 
joys more glorious. We are 
iailen upon an evil day. Iniquity 
abounds, and the love of many 
waxcth cold. ‘The enemy, cor- 
rupt men, corrupt books, error 
and abominable practices, are 
coming in like a flood. It is of 
high importance that a_ firm, 
prudent and persevering opposi- 
tion, be made to them. The 
days which are coming will 
doubtless try us, whether we will 
cleave to Christ, and keep our 
post, or flee when the wolf 
cometh. On our ability, zeal, 
watchfulness and diligence, un- 
der God, I humbly conceive, that 
the order, purity, beauty and per- 
petuation of our ch urches very 
much depend. I believe it has 
rarely if ever been known, that 
a general corruption and apos- 





tacy has taken place, while the 
ministers of religion have been 
generally eminently pious, watch- 
ful, diligent and faithful. I pray 
you, therefore, to suffer the word 
of exhortation, and permit me 
to stir up your pure minds by 
way of remembrance. It will 
not escape our serious medita- 
tion, that no office in the church, 
no visibie nearness to Christ, no 
gifts or privileges, will secure to 
us the grace of God, nor guard 
us against untaithfulness and fi- 
nal apostacy : That ministers 
are exposed, many waysto de- 
ceive themselves, and finally to 
be lost: That some have made 
shipwreck of the faith and per- 
ished ; as there was a Judas in 
the family of the Saviour: And 
that such as have prophesied in 
his name, cast out devils, and 
done many wonderful works will 
be disowned and rejected by him. 
Except we be born again, we 
can no more sce the kingdom of 
God than other men. Without 
this we shall have no root within 
us. We shail never be friendly 
to the cause of Christ. We 
shall resist and quench the Spi- 
rit in our own hearts; and 
oppose its operations, and the 
work of Godamong others. We 
shali never properly watch for 
souls. Let us then, by all means, 
take heed to ourselves, that we 
be Chiistians indeed. Let us 
not only be Chr ‘istians, but let us 
seek after eminence in grace, 
and stir up the gifts which are 
inus. Let us employ our ut- 
most prayers and exertions in 
our work. Let us be sensible, 
that even though we may truly 
love Christ, and bein some mea- 
sure faithful, vet we may greatly 
need quickening to still greater 
watchfulness and diligence. If 
Jesus said to his own disciples, 


Trumbull’: Association Sermon. 








[Serr. 


who were good men, * O fools 
and slow of heart to believe,” 
what would he say tous? IfSt. 
Paul, after all his attainments, 
was not perfect, how much less 
are we? The wickedness of the 
world around us, its luxury, car- 
nal ease and worldly pursuits 
without us, and the remains of 
indwelling sin within us, greatly 
damp our zeal, and weaken our 
exertions. Do we not then need 
quickening irom Christ, from 
one another, and by all means, 
to stir up and quicken ourselves 
to the arduous duties to which 
we are called ? What happy and 
extensive effects might the im- 
wrought, ferventand united pray- 
ers, and the zealous persever- 
ing exertions of such a number 
of ministers, spread over such a 
tract of country, have upon our 
churches? Might they not quick- 
en them, glorify Ged, gladden 
the hearts of the saints, and turn 
many to righteousness ? Would 
they not increase our inward 
peace of conscience, our joy in 
the Holy Ghost, and give us a 
fuller assurance of the things 
which are freely given us of 
God ? If we cleave unto Christ 
will he not fix us as star's in his 
right land, sothat we never shail 
be moved ? If we be reproached 
for his name, will not the Spirit 
of glory and of God rest upon 
us? If we suffer with him and 
for him, shall we not also reign 
with him ? Shall we count 
the sufferings of the present 
time worthy to be compared 
with the glory which shall be 
revealed in us ? Let me there- 
fore plead with you these great 
motives, to quicken and animate 
you to watch in all things, and 
to be entirely awake to every 
branch of ministerial duty. Let 
me plead with you the honor 
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and blessedness of distinguish- 
ed usefulness in the church of 
Christ: Of being intercessors 
and reformers, and of shining as 
lixhts in the world, in a degene- 
rate age. What honor hath God 
put upon Noah and Lot ; upon 
Phinehas who was zealous for 
the Lord when Israel were cor- 
rupting themselves ; upon Eli- 
jah who brought back the peo- 
ple of God from the worship of 
idols to the Lord their God, and 
restored his pure worship ? How 
honorable were the few names 
in Sardis, who had not defiled 
their garments ? Will not such 
walk with Christ in white gar- 
ments, and be counted worthy of 
distinguished honor and blessed- 
ness? Let me plead with you 
the worth of souls, what the Lord 
Jesus hath done for them, and 
what he hath done for us. If 
there be any thing awful, in the 
doom of the slothful and unfaith- 
ful servant ; if any thing desira- 
able, animating and glorious, in 
giving up our account with joy, 
in meeting the people of our 
charge, at the right hand of our 
Saviour, in their eternal plau- 
dits and blessings, in the plau- 
dits of saints and angels, of the 
judge himself, and in the awards 
of a blessed eternity, let me 
plead with you their united 
influence. Nay, Jet me plead 
with you the solemnities of 
the judgment day, when we 
shall stand together, with our 
people, before the Son of man, 
and give up our account. In a 
word, if there be any consola- 
_ tion in Christ, if any comfort of 

love, if any fellowship of the 
Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, 
I beseech you, that ye all be like 
minded, having the same love, 
being of one accord, of one 
mind, to watch for souls as those 
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who must give account. May 
the Lord make us faithful unto 
death, and then may we triumph 
in the language of the zpostle, 
“Thave fought a good fight, 
I have finished my course, I 
have kept the faith. Hence- 
forth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord the righteous judge 
shall give unto me at that day, 
and not tome only, but unto all 
them also that love his appear- 
ing.” 

How can I take a final leave 
of this numerous assembly, as 
one who watcheth for souls, and 
must hereafter meet you at the 
judgment seat of Christ, without 
beseeching you by all the weigh- 
ty motives, which have been 
suggested in this discourse, to 
be immediately reconciled to 
God, through Jesus Christ? Are 
you, dear immortals, going to 
judgment, to meet your minis- 
ters in the presence of Christ, 
to hear and witness the account 
which they shall give of you, and 
will you receive the grace of God 
in vain? Will any of you refuse 
to obey your teachers, and ob- 
lige them to give an account of 
you, which to you shall be infin- 
itely unprofitable ? Have you 
not been warned to flee from the 
wrath to come ? Have you not 
long enjoyed the gospel, and 
been invited by all the endear- 
ments of divine love, and per- 
suaded by the terrors of the 
Lord to come to the gospel 


‘feast ? Have you not been in- 


structed and warned in this dis- 
course? Will it not witness a- 
gainst you, if you continue in 
sin? Will you be able to stand 
in the judgment, and bear the ac- 
count which shall be given of you 
at that day? Oh, consider what a 
day it will be! The last trum- 





pet will be sounding, the graves 
opening, the dead arising, the 
Judge descending, the thrones 
erecting for judgment, the hea- 
vens on fire, the elements melt- 
ing with fervent heat, and the 
world and all that is in it burn- 
ing up in the general conflagra- 
tion! It will be the day of the 
perdition of ungodly men, when 
all the enemies of Jesus, who 
would not that he should reign 
over them, shall be brought forth 
and slain before him. How can 
you stand in such a day without 
a Saviour? Without a divine 
righteousness ? How should the 
prospects of such a day awaken 
the saints to arise and trim their 
lamps to watch and pray always! 
Seeing we look for such things, 
says the apostle, what manner 
of persons ought we to be, in all 
holy conversation and godliness ? 
How blissful must it be then to 
have your ministers and your 
consciences witnessing for you, 
that you have obeyed the gos- 
pel? To be found on the right 
hand of your Judge, and to go 
into life eternal ? How tremen- 
dous to be placed on the left, and 
to go away into everlasting pun- 
ishment ? Repent therefore, and 
believe‘on the name of the Lord 
Jesus that your sins may be blot- 
ted out. 


Thooghtsa on the Inability of Sin- 
ners. 


SENTIMENT advanced 
in an essay on the impoten- 
cy of fallen man for holy exer- 
cises and affections, which was 
published in a late number of the 
Magazine,* is thought by some 


* See Magazine, for April 1806, 
Val. vi, No. 10, p. 361. 
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to be liable to material objections. 
The sentiment is this :-— 

That there is a reason result- 
ing from the nature and consti- 
tution of man, of the being of 
certain affections, and of the vol- 
untary exercises which flow from 
them, ina train; whether we 
consider him in his natural state, 
or as regenerate: or, which is 
the same thing, from the differ- 
ent modes of divine ofieration, in 
which God communicates to him 
more or less his of own fulness 
and perfection, in those opposite 
states, according to his own good 
pleasure : and that of course re- 
generation, in which a founda- 
tion is laid for holy affections, 
and those exercises which are 
their proper fruit, is not only a 
moral but a physical change: 
or, a change not of exercises 
merely, but of nature also. The 
objections to the sentiment, that 
a physical change is effected as 
well as a moral, in regeneration, 
are, that it supposes men to be 
wholly passive in regeneration, 
contrary to the scripture account 
of the matter, which supposes 
them active; and that it is whol- 
ly inconsistent with praise or 
blame-worthiness in men, and 
with their being the proper sub- 
jects of moral government. 

That men are active in regen- 
eration is inferred from such 
texts of scripture as these— 
“ Make to yourselves a new 
heart”—** Circumcise your un- 
circumcised hearts”— Repent 
and be converted”—“ Turn ye, 
turn ye, for why will ye die’— 
“ Be ye holy for I am holy”— 
“ Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with ail thy heart,” &c. &c. 
with which the Bible every 
where abounds. But surely, no 
Calvinist will suppose these pas- 
sages imply a power in man to 
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repent and believe, without the 
special agency of the Holy Ghost. 
A new heart is not the fruit or 
effect of any human exertion, or 
volition; they in whom it is pro- 
duced are born, not-of blood, nor 
ef the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God. 
The Psalmist prays, create with- 
in me aclean heart, renew a 
right spirit within me; and the 
apostle declares, If any man be 
in Christ he is a new creature ; 
and from innumerable passages 
it is past doubt, that the new 
heart, wherever it exists, isa 
new creation, and of course the 
work of God alone, in which the 
creature has no agency, as its 
cause. This is equally true on 
the supposition that. the new 
heart is a renewed will, as onthe 
supposition that it is a mew mo- 
ral sense, or benevolent affection. 
It is in the day of God’s power 
his people are made willing, it is 
when he shines in their hearts, 
that they have the light of the 
knowledge of his glory, and 
from darkness become light in 
the Lord. The passages, there- 
fore, which imply activity in the 
creature in the new-birth, can- 
not be understood as implying a 
causal activity. God admits of 
no associate or co-operator in 
his work of creation. All that 
they imply is, that the effect 
produced is life and activity in 
the subjects, in which they are 
conformed to God in temper 
and conduct, and become such 
as he would have them to be. 
Spiritual action however is not 
theonly thing produced, its prin- 
ciple, an illuminated understand- 
ing, or sense of moral beauty, is 
also produced: or, spiritual life, 
as Wellas spiritual action. We 
are then commanded to do what 
we have no power to do. Is 
Vor. VI. No. 3. 





Thoughts on the Inability of Sinners. 





89 


this unjust? Yes, says the ob- 
jector, if by power is meant a- 
tural power. It is true indeed, 
that natural inability will always 
excuse, where there is a willing 
mind, and a desire to do the 
thing commanded : but it is not 
conceded, that it will also ex- 
cuse where there is an unwilling 
mind. Wherever disaffection to 
God exists, whatever its cause 
may be, whether natural or mo- 
ral, there sin exists ; and it will 
shew itself in its true nature, by 
disobedience to requirements 
that are fit and reasonable. Ifa 
holy temper be a communica- 
tion from God, and something 
of God in the soul, then the want 
of that communication must be 
a state of sin ; but it will be a- 
greed by all Calvinists, that ho- 
liness is a communication from 
God : for holiness is love, and 
the scriptures testify that God is 
love ; also, that love is of God: 
that is, communicated love, or 
love asit exists in the creature. 
And that ¢he want or absence of 
holiness is a state of sin, is also 
evident, because the seriptures 
testify, that without holiness no 
man shall see the Lord: and 
sinners only are excluded from 
the presence of the Lord. It is 
in this state, that all the poster- 
ity of Adam, by natural genera- 
tion, come into the world. They 
are all conceived in sin, and sha- 
pen in iniquity. They are form- 
ed by the hand and council of 
God, for wise and holy purposes 
in this state. He has given them 
understanding, he has given them 
conscience, has written his law 
upon their heart, they distinguish 
between good and evil in prin- 
ciple and conduct, but a percep- 
tion of moral beauty, or holy 
love, he has not given them : 
they are wholly destitute of it. 
M 
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They are as destitute of it the 
moment of their birth, as they 
ever are afterwards. God has 
given them many good gifis. 
but this good and frerfect gifi 
he has not given: and they 
will remain destitute of it for 
ever, unless he sees fit, in his 
good pleasure, to impart it : for 
this good and perfect gift is from 
above, and cometh down from 
the Father of lights. This great 
and essential defect is as really 
a defect of nature as a want of 
conscience in brutes, or a want 
of beauty, health, or understand- 
ing, in some men. Nor is it seen 
how its remedy depends any 
more on the will of man, than 
the remedy of any other defect 
of nature depends on the will 
of the creature who is the sub- 
ject of it. But it is said, this 


want of holiness is @ moral de- 
fect ; and the inability to reme- 
dy it, is@ moral inability ; and 


this is thought to remove all 
difficulty at once ; and the mind 
is set at rest. But men who 
thus satisfy themselves, do not 
seem to consider, that moral 7zn- 
ability results from the nature of 
things as much as natural ina- 
bility ; and is as total and in- 
vincible. The moral inability 
of asinner to choose God for 
his portion results from the na- 
ture of things, as much as the 
natural inability of an Ape to 
reason like a Newton. ‘They 
are equally total and invincible ; 
and the reason of their existence 
is the same. God hasnot given 
to an Ape the gift of reason, as 
he has given it toa Newton.— 
He has not given to the sinner a 
sense of his own moral beauty, 
as he has given it to an angel.— 
But, it will be said, if the de- 
praved will of man were right 
all wouid be right. This how- 
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ever is not evidently so, in all 
cases. Paul says, fo will is pre- 
sent with me, but how to per- 
form that which is good I find 
not. For the good that I wouid, 
I do not, but the evil whichI 
would not, that I do. . But sup- 
pose it true, that if the will 
were right, ail would be right ; 
this would not prove, that moral 
depravity lies only in the will. 
Its rectitude would only prove 
that a sense of moral beauty 
was restored, and the affections 
of the heart conformed to it— 
The rectitude of the will may 
be the effect, and not the cause 
of this sense of moral beauty. 
That this is indeed the case, 
may appear from the following 
considerations. When any ob- 
ject is chosen, it is chosen as 
beautiful. Tie perception of 
beauty is love, but it is not 
choice ; it may exist without 
volition or choice, and often 
does. Volition has fo: its object 
external effect, or some altera- 
tion of our bodies of minds. or 
of the objects around us, which 
we have found by experience is 
connected with it, and which we 
judge will conduce to our hap- 
piness: It is this which termi- 
nates volition. But perception 
of beauty, or the perception of 
good, which imports the same, 
as here used, may excite will 
and endeavor, or it may not.— 
You may not seek to enjoy every 
object which you love. You 
may choose to mortify your 
members which are on the 
earth ; to keep under the body, 
and to bring it into subjection ; 
to crucify the flesh with its al- 
fections and lusts ; to cutoff a 
right hand, and to pluck out a 
right eye. Though these are 
objects of strong desire and love, 
still, in your choice, you may 
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reject them. You may re- 
nounce the pleasure which you 
love. Love and choice then are 
not the same: love may exist 
without choice. Will it be said, 
that every good man, in propor- 
tion as he is sanctified, ceases to 
love the objects of sense? Be it 
so. though this is easier said than 
proved : still, his love of them 
is not extinguished, though he 
denies its gratification : for, if it 
were, the conflict would cease 
before the end of life, which it 
certainly does not. This conflict, 
which every good man experi- 
ences, proves that love and choice 
may run counter, and in fact 
do run counter with respect 
to many objects of desire during 
the whole of the Christian life. 
A man has lived in pleasure till 
his lusis have gained the domin- 
ion, and then is stopped in his 
career, by the  all-conquering 


grace of God. His experience 
will shew, that he does not forth- 


with cease to be a lover of 
pleasure, though, indeed, not 
more than a lover of God. Da- 
vid’s experience, though pious 
from his youth, taught him, that 
after God had granted him all 
his desire, he had not subdued 
the love of pleasure. He was 
overcome, and so may others be. 
But, in his main course every 
good man will so far, through 
the grace of God, resist the love 
of unlawful pleasure, that it will 
not gain the will, and this oppo- 
sition proves, that they are not 
the same but different. But if 
love is not essentially the same 
as choice, yet no object can be 
chosen for its own sake, but ae 
excellent or beautiful: and con- 
sequently, to choose God fora 
portion presupposes a sense of 
his excellence and beauty ; and 
herefore must be the effect, and 
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not the cause of it; but the ef- 
fect can have no influence upon 
the cause which produces it— 
Thus it appears, that it is not of 
him that willeth, nor of him that 
runneth, but of God that sheweth 
mercy. 

But should any choose to em- 
brace the opinion that a sense of 
the moral excellence and beauty 
of God is the same as choosing 
him for a portion; and that 
such choice is the new heart, 
which he requires ; still, a total 
want of that sense, in all men 
by nature, infers a physical, as 
well as moral inability to choose 
him. For, as it is the gift of 
God, it depends on his own will 
and pleasure, and not on ours, 
whether we shall be the happy 
subjects of it ornot. In what- 
ever heart it exists, it is created 
there by the power of Godalone, 
without the agency of any crea- 
ture as its proper cause. In or- 
der to show that the impotency 
of sinners is merely moral, it 
must be shown that God. has 
infallibly connected the sense of 
his excellence, or the new heart, 
with such volitions and exer- 
cises as the natural man may be 
the subject of : and that he has 
promised spiritual blessings to 
the doings of the unregenerate. 
But this, it is presumed, cannot 
be done ; forall the promises of 
God are in Christ. But if there 
is no certain connection between 
the doings of the unregenerate 
and spiritual blessings, or a new 
heart, then the impotency of 
sinners is physical as well as 
moral. Tor, let their exercises 
and doing be what they may, it 
depends on the sovereign will of 
God, after all, to create a new 
heart within them, or not, as 
his wisdom shaJl direct. They 
have a natural power to do that, 
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and that only, which God, by a 
law of his own operation, has 
connected with their volitions. 
If a new heart be a sense of 
moral beauty, as distinguished 
from a renewed will, it must be 
the proximate cause of such 
a will, and consequently cannot 
be produced by it : and if it bea 
renewed will itself, still it is not, 
as an effect, connected with, or 
produced by an antecedent will 
of the sinner. On either sup- 
position, he has neither a moral, 
nor a physical power, to produce 
it. 

The distinction between na- 
tural and moral inability is not, 
that the one does, and the other 
does not, result from the nature 
and constitution of things : nor 
that the one is more total and 
invincible than the other: but 
it is made to discriminate be- 
tween that inability which, un- 
der given circumstances, ex- 
cuses, and that which, from its 
nature, never can excuse, the 
non performance of a command. 
Common sense teaches us, that 
were it possible for God to com- 
mand what, though willing, we 
are unable to perform, and we 
do it not, we are not to blame, 
because the heart, the seat of 
holiness and sin, is right. But, 
if he command us to love him 
with all the heart, and we doit 
not, we are to blame, notwith- 
standing our inability, for it 
ought tobe observed our ina- 
bility is want of power, and not 
of capacity, to exercise love ; 
nor have we any inability, but 
what total absence of love, and 
its being the gift of God, implies. 
Nothing can excuse the want 
of love to God, in a being who 
has a capacity for its exercise. 
For, this want isthat defect of na- 
ture in which sin radically, if not 
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solely, consists. It is in this 
want, and in the affections and 
exercises which it implies, that 
he exists an evil being : or, in 
other words, an enemy to God, 
and to all good. Now a being 
who, in his nature, is hostile to 
the universe, knowingly and wil- 
lingly, is surely an odious being : 
and it would be fit and right for 
allother beings to be opposed 
tohim : but such an opposition 
is punishment: it would be fit 
and right then that he should 
be punished ; and if it be fit and 
right that he should be punished, 
he deserves punishment : and 
if he deserve punishment, he is 
a sinner: for, this is the very 
description of a sinner, that he 
is one who in temper and con- 
duct is, knowingly and willingly, 
opposed to God and all good ; 
and deserves to be punished by 
God, whose right it is to repay 
vengeance. Ifthe cause, wheth- 
er negative or positive, of such a 
temper and conduct be out of 
the sinner, and over which he 
has not the least controul, it al- 
ters not the case: for, desert of 
praise or blame, reward or pun- 
ishment lies in the mature of 
agents, and not in the cause of 
that nature. In determining the 
question whether a being is wor- 
thy of praise or blame, reward 
or punishment, it is quite un- 
necessary to take into view ‘/e 
cause of his nature and qualities, 
whether it be within, or without, 
himself; whether it be positive, 
or negative. If God should, out 
of nothing, create a voluntary 
agent, with the faculty of reason 
and conscience, and should not 
give him a sense of mora! beau- 
ty ; or, which is the same, in- 
spire him with the love of him- 
self; such an agent, from the 
first moment of his existence, 
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would be asinner: and not the 
less so, because he was not the 
cause of his own being and qual- 
ities. God, indeed, has crea- 
ted no being, that is noxious, 
considered as related to the 
whole system ofhis works ; and 
none but what, in that relation 
and view, are useful, and indeed 
essential, to the perfection of 
that system. But, he bas crea- 
ted many, who in themselves, 
and as related to particular 
parts of that system, are noxious. 
He hath created the waster to de- 
stroy. Lions, tigers and some 
other animals belong to the per- 
fection of God’s works, but they 
are noxious to men, and may be 
destroyed. It is fit that the ser- 
pent’s head should be bruised. 
Being unconscious of right and 
wrong, they are not indeed sub- 
jects of moral government : but 
they may be destroyed as nox- 


ious, though not as guilty. There 
isa sortof congruity between 
the venom of the serpent and 
the bruising of his head, which 
we can feel better than express, 
though his spite and venom are 


not self-created. These crea- 
tures are but breathing dust, and 
when they cease to breathe, they 
cease to suffer; and become as 
innoxious as any other dust. To 
take life is necessary to the safe- 
ty of man. All things must give 
way to the general good. De- 
vils and finally impenitents a- 
mong men are doubtless neces- 
sary to the perfection of God’s 
works ; otherwise, the former 
would have been kept in their 
first estate, and the latter restor- 
ed to holiness and happiness by 
the power and grace of God, as 
others under similar circumstan- 
ces are kept or restored. But 
being noxious and guilty crea- 
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mortal in their natures, it is fit 
that they should suffer everlast- 
ing destruction from the pre- 
sence of the Lord and from the 
glory of his power. They are 
made to be taken and destroyed; 
and will be useful in their de- 
struction, as vessels of wrath, as 
well as the holy angelsand saints 
will be useful and glorious in 
their salvation, as vessels of 
mercy. 

It is a sentiment deeply root- 
ed in human nature, that men 
cannot be to blame, unless they 
have complete power, both na- 
tural. and moral, to be, and to do, 
as God requires. Hence the 
Arminian sysiem, that we have 
the power of originating all our 
volitions, even the first in a train 
—That they must spring out of 
a state of perfect indiflierence, 
in which the mind is wholly free 
from bias either for, or against, 
a proposed object of choice— 
That they must be contingent 
and unconnected with any thing 
preceding, whether a decree, or 
other cause, which should neces- 
sitatetheir existence—That they 
must be wholly without a cause, 
except such, as is to be found 
in their own nature : and other 
absurdities of the like kind, 
which have compelled the advo- 
cates of that system to renounce 
the doctrine of the decrees—of 


| the total depravity of the human 


heart—of efficacious grace in 
the renovation and sanctification 
of the elect—of the perseverance 
of saints—of a universal and de- 
termining providence and the 
like,which are all clearly revealed 
in the Bible. And so the teach- 
ersof that system have preach- 
ed another gospel, which is not 
another, but a subversion of 


the gospel of Christ : and have 


tures, and at the same time, im) claimed, that in our moral con- 
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duct we are independent on God, 
The principle of this system is 
embraced by multitudes, who do 
not openly avow it. The senti- 
ment is very general that we 
cannot be to blame for any prin- 
ciple or exercise, unless we our- 
selves are the voluntary cause 
of that principle or exercise. 
The thought very naturally ari- 
ses in the unhumbled, when 
charged with wickedness of heart 
and life, and is sometimes ex- 
pressed in so many wurds, God 
made me so, how can I be to 
blame ? Thus they cast their 
wickedness from themselves on 
God, as the cause of it; not du- 
ly considering, that the wicked- 
ness of a principle, or exercise, 
lies not in its cause, but in its 
nature, Were this impartant 
truth realized and felt, it might 
serve to humble the sinner in 
view of his own baseness and 
deformity ; and might induce 
him to look to God fora holy 
temper, that good and perfect 
gift, which is from above, and 
which is the only true beauty 
and glory ofa rational nature. 
To recapitulate in few words. 
We have no natural power to 
do that which is not, by the ap- 
pointment of God, connected 
with our volitions. The new 
heart, whether it consists ina 
sense of moral beauty, orin a 
renewed will, is not, by the ap- 


pointment of God, connected’ 


with any of our volitions, but it 
is the sovereign and uncovenant- 
ed gift of God wherever it is 
formed: therefore, we have no 
natural power to obtain a new 
heart. This want of power is 
not want of capacity, for the 
principle and exercises of the 
new heart ; but is merely @ de- 
fect of that principle and exer- 
cise, remediless by us, as much 
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as any other natural defect ; and, 
which God alone, who is the au- 
thor of every good and perfect 
gift, can supply. That of con- 
sequence we are wholly depen- 
dent on him for this blessing— 
that they who have nota new 
heart are enemies to God and 
all good: they have the carnal 
mind which is enmity to God, is 
not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be-—~T hat this 
enmity whatever be its cause, is 
the essence of sin, because it 
tends to the destruction of uni- 
versal happiness—That it is fit 
for God to whom vengeance be- 
longs, as a friend to general hap- 
piness, to oppose such enemies 
—That if it is fit for excellence 
itself to punish them, they de- 
serve punishment : or, ip other 
words, are guilty sinners, and 
proper subjects of moral gov- 
ernment, And therefore the 
sentiment advanced is not in- 
consistent with praise or blame, 
rewards or punishment. Thus 
we are brought, at last, to adopt 
the scripture doctrine, that God 
hath power and right ¢o make 
one vess«l to honor, and another ta 
dishonor. 

The natural defect of which 
we speak, may very properly be 
called a moral defect, because it 
respects that in the heart which 
isnot subject to the moral law: 
or, in other words, moral inabil- 
ity ; and so it is called by Di- 
vines and Metaphysicians, to 
distinguish it from that inability 
which will excuse the non-per- 
formance of a command, where 
a willing mind exists, or is sup- 
posed. And when the public 
Teachers of religion tell their 
hearers, that their inability’ to 
comply with the gospel is 0- 
ral, consisting in the want of a 
heart, or disposition, and that 
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their inability, instead of being 
their excuse, is their sin, they 
tell them the truth : but, if 
from this representation they are 
led to believe, that they can re- 
pent and believe the gospel. 
when they please : or, that these 
exercises of the new heart are 
the fruit of their own choice, 
they will adopt at once the prin- 
ciples of the Arminian system, 
an error of dangerous conse- 
quence to the souls of men. 

It will be remembered, that 
when the writer observed that a 
reason must be sought in the 
constitution or nature of man, 
for the existence of the affec- 
tions, it was remarked, that by 
nature was meant the various 
modes and degrees of divine 
operation, in the formation, sup- 
port and direction of creatures, 
fitting them for the purpose and 
use, designed by infinite wis- 
dom. And it may be proper to 
add, that on this idea of nature, 
there is no necessity of suppo- 
sing that the imperfections of 
creatures, whether natural or 
moral, are the fruit of a fositive 
Divine operation ; these may be 
the result of a defect of such 
operation. Properly speaking, 
herfection, in its various degrees 
and kinds, as it exists in crea- 
tures, isthe fruit of a positive 
operation of God, and imperfec- 
tion and sin in them is the defect 
of his operation. God is not 
the Author of darkness, in the 
same sense, he is of light : nor 
of folly, in the same sense, he 
is of wisdom: nor of sin, inthe 
same sense, he is of holiness. 
Ina sense he is the Author of 
darkness, folly and sin, as he is 
the Author of creatures without 
which neither of them could 
€xist, so much as in idea: but 
tiey are no emanation from 
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him, but the want of it. On the 
contrary, light, wisdom and ho- 
liness, are positive existences, 
they are perfection, they are an 
emanation from God. He is 
the Father of Lights, light in 
the natural, and light in the 
moral world: but not the fa 
ther of darkness or sin. Thus 
God who commanded the light 
to shine out of darkness, hath 
shined in our hearts to give the 
light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God, in the face of 
Jesus Christ. 

This explanation seemed re- 
quisite, and the more soas the 
Magazine admits: not of direct 
controversy. It is hoped, it will 
satisfy the candid, that the sen- 
timent advanced is just, at least 
not liable to material objections, 
and particularly not to those 
which have been stated and con- 
sidered. 


On the Crucifixion of Jesus 
Christ. 


Meditations suggested by, and 
at the time of the late total 
eclipse of the sun. 


N the 16th of June last, in 

that gloomy moment, when 
in a clear sky, the sun was dark- 
ened in the midst of the hea- 
vens, when the dampness of the 
cold air was like the fulling of 
the evening dews, when the 
fowls retired to their roosts, and 
not a note was heard from the 
feathered tribes, except only 
from the evening bird; when 
the stars appeared in mid day, 
when darkness covered the hea- 
vens, softened only by a faint 
twilight, which lay round about 
onthe low horizon, when a few 
diverging rays of penciled radi- 
ance streamed from behind the 
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intervening orb ; when candles 
were lighted to dispel the gloom, 
and fires were seen glowing, as 
in the night, on the distant hills 
and mountains; when every 
mind was irresistibly affected 


with the awful sublimity of 


the unusual scene, such as we 
never saw, and shall never see 
again On the 16th of June, 
when the heavens were clothed 
with sack cloth, and all business 
ceased from the solemn appear- 
ance of the moment, how many 
minds were led to reflect on 
mount Calvary ? and how many 
parents said with solemnity to 
their children, far more gloomy 
was the appearance, when your 
Saviour hung upon the cross, and 
died for your salvation ? To how 
many minds did the words of the 
Evangelist recur, “ And it was 
about the sixth hour, and there 
was darkness over all the earth 
until the ninth hour, and the vail 
of the temple was rent in the 
midst—And the earth did quake, 
and the rocks rent.”* 

Then the sun was darkened, 
and a general gloom hung over 
the face of the whole earth.— 
But it was not produced by the 
same cause, which occasioned 
the darkness we have lately seen. 
This was according to the ordi- 
nary course of nature ; but that 
Was as preternatural as restoring 
limbs to the maimed, or raising 
Lazarus from the dead. This 
we see could be calculated be- 
forehand with great exactness ; 
but that darkness, or eclipse 
could no more have been calcu- 
Jated, than the drying of the Red 
sea, or the falling of the walls 
ef Jericho. 


a 


* Luke xxiii. 44, 45 
axvii. SL. 


and Matt. 
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Evidence that’ the darkness at 
our Saviour’s crucifixion was 
not occasioned by a total eclipse 
of the sun according to the laws 
of nature, is easily discovered by 
the most satisfactory and conclu- 
sive proof. The eclipse of the 
sun takes’ place at the time of 
the new moon, in the instant 
when the moon is changing sides 
of the sun, as it passes from west 
to east. The eclipse is visible 
when the moon passes directly 
inthe line between us and the 
sun, so as to cover and hide it 
from our sight. But our Lord 
was not crucified at the time of 
the new moon, but at the time of 
the full moon, when the moon 
was, 25 it always is at its full, on 
the opposite side of the earth 
from the sun, and at its greatest 
distance from it. He was cruci- 
fied on the day after the passo- 
ver, which according to the law 
by Moses was the 14th of the 
month ; our Lord then suffered 
onthe 15th; and as the Jews 
always began their months on 
the day of the new moon, the 
moon must have been changed 
fourteen days, which is the time 
to bring the full moon. It could 
not therefore have been a natur- 
al eclipse of the sun which occa- 
sioned that darkness. Besides, 
it is found by calculation,* thet 

— 

* See the following calculution by 
Nehemiah Strong, formerly profess- 
or of Mathematics and natural philo- 
sophy in Yale College 

By acalculation I have made upon 
the principles of Astronomy, I find 
that the underwritten account of the 
Eclipse of the Moon, according to the 
stated course of nature, must have 
happened in the afternoon of the day 
on which our Saviour was crucified, 
A. D. 33, at S5 minutes and 30 se- 
conds past 3 o’clock afternoon, April 
3d—calculated for the latitude and 
meridian of Jerusalem, in Palestine, 
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according tothe course of na- 
ture there must have been a to- 
tal eclipse of the moon on that 
day, and beginning at the time 
when our Lord was on the cross, 
but on the other side of the earth 
from Jerusalem. The eclipse 
of the moon is always at the time 
ofits full, and is occasioned by 
its passing through the shadow 
of the earth, so that the sun can- 
net shine upon it to illuminate 
it. Since then, according to 
scripture it was the time of the 
full moon, and the time also of 
the moon’s eclipse according to 
astronomical calculation, it is 
certain this darkness could not 
proceed from an ordinary eclipse. 
Besides, the darkness then was 
over the whole earth, both sun 
and moon were darkened, but a 
common solar eclipse can never 
be seen but ina small part of 
the earth ; the moon isso small 
compared with the sun and the 
earth, that its shadow can co- 
ver but a small part of the earth. 
This darkness at Jerusalem, and 
over the whole land, continued 
—_— 


where our Lord was crucified, lat. 32 
deg. 20 min. N. long. 36 deg. E. This 
was invisible in that Meridian, as it 
ended before the Moon had risen, but 
it was total to all parts of the world 
where it was seen throughout. 
THE CALCULATION. 
b. m. 8- 
Beginning April 3d at 142 19) 
Moon’s center immerged 2 16 13 
Beginning of total dark.3 3 0 
Middle of the Eclipse 3 35 50 
End of total darkness 4 8 34 
Moon’s center emerged 454 7 
End and full restoration : 
of light 5 2921) 
Whole duration 3h. 47m. 2 sec. 
Duration of Eclipse of Moon’s center 
3h. 37m. 54 sec. 
Duration of total darkness lh. 5m. 
28 sec. 
Quantity of greatest immersion 13 di- 
gits 1-2, 
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from the sixth to the ninth hour; 
but such is the magnitude and 
motion of the heavenly bodies, 
that no ordinary eclipse of the 
sun Can continue so long, in any 
one place, and a total eclipse of 
the sun cannot continue more 
than five or six minutes, in the 
same place, even when the bo- 
dies are in the most favorable 
part of their orbits. The dark- 
ness at our Lord’s crucifixion 
was therefore caused by the pow- 
er of God, out of the ordinary 
course of nature, which made 

an ancient philosopher, who 

viewed this supernatural eclipse 

in Egypt, cry out, “ Either the 
God of nature now suffers, or 
nature itself is coming to an 

end.” Though that eclipse was 

occasioned by a cause superiorto 

the one which we lately saw, yet 

this perhaps has given us the 

liveliest idea, that we can ever 

have, of the affecting gloom that 

was spread over nature, when 

the Lord of life hung on the 

cross, and bled and died for sin- 

ful men. Yet what we have 

seen is but an imperfect repre- 
sentation of the appearances of 
that day. Then the whole earth 
was darkened, the darkness con- 
tinued three hours, perhaps was 
of a blacker shade ; it was also 
attended with the convulsions of 
nature. The earth quaked, the 
rocks rent, the vail of the tem- 
ple was rent in twain from the 
top to the bottom. The officer, 
and they that were with him 
watching Jesus, feared greatly, 
saying, Truly this was the Son 
of God. All this was agreeable 
to the prophecy in the 18th 
Psalm. “ In my distress I called 
upon the Lord, and cried unto 
my God ; he heard my voice 
out of his temple, and my cry 
came before him, even into his 

N 
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ears. Then the earth shook and 
trembled, the foundations of the 
hills moved and were shaken, 
because he was wroth—lHie bow- 
ed the heavens also and came 
down, and darkness was under 
his feet”. So our suffering Lord 
cried, My God, My God, why 
hast thou forsaken me? and dark- 
ness and trembling, an earth- 
quake and convulsions took 
place. 

Joel also prophesied, saying, 
The sun and the moon shail be 
darkened,and the starsshall with- 
draw their shining. The Lord al- 
soshal! roar outof Zion, and utter 
his voice from Jerusalem, andthe 
heavens andthe earth shallshake; 


but the Lord wiil be the hope of 


his people, andthe strengthof the 
childrenofIsraei. Such were the 
horrors of that awful day, that 
“ All the people that came to- 
gether to that sight, beholding 
the things which were done, 
smote their breasts and return- 
ed.” 

Had we, in the late eclipse, 
been involved in unexpected 
darkness, instead of that which 
was according to the course of 
nature, had we felt the earth 
trembling beneath our feet, had 
we heard the crash of rendins 
rocks, tumbling from neighbor- 
ing mountains; had we at the 
same time stood by the cross of 
one, who had raised the dead, 
and had done all manner of 
wonderful things of one long 
foretold in holy scripture as the 
Messiah, crucified for calling 
himself the Son of God, accor- 
ding to theconcurrent testimony 
of ancient prophets, should we 
not have been greatly afraid, 
and should we not have smote 
on our breasts, and said 
hearts, * Truly this was the Son 
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saw was natural and expected, 
no convulsions of nature aiten- 
ded it ; no Saviour was crucified 
before our eyes ; we saw no- 
thing to alarm us, no tokens of 
divine wrath to fill our souls with 
astonishmentand terror, nothing 
ominous. Grand and sublime as 
the spectacle was, it was nothing 
tothe day in which the Lord of 
glory bowed his head, and gave 
up the ghost. 

If there was a natural cause 
for the darkness which we saw 
a few weeks since, there was al- 
so a moral cause of very inter- 
esting import, for the darkness, 
and other extraordinary events, 
which took place above 1800 
years ago. He who created the 
sun,and gave being to heaven 
and earth, he who, from divine 
compassion, then assumed hu- 
man nature, and took the form of 
a servant, and the office of a Re- 
deemer, then died on the cross, 
and gave himself a ransom for 
an ungodly world. He bare our 
sins, in his own body, on the 
tree : he laid down his life for 
his sheep. It was by that great 
atoning sacrifice, that he justifi- 
ed the divine law, in the perfect 
holiness it demands of mankind 
—eclared the righteousness of 
thedreadful sentence it denounc- 
ed arainst a rebellious world— 
showed his firm attachment to 
his 'ather’s law to be such, that 
he would not only sooner cause 
heaven and earth to pass away 
than that atittleofthe law should 
be set aside ; but that he him- 
self, the almighty Author of the 
whole, would sooner endure the 
curse,ia hisown person, than suf- 
ferthe smallest injury,or dishon- 
or, to be done against the law, or 
permit the dignity of the glo- 
rious moral government of God 
lessened ; ahd that he 
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would submit to this, rather than 
fail to manifest the riches of his 
grace, and enrich his kingdom 
with the best manifestations of 
the divine periections. It was 
then that he deciared the glory 
of the Father—that he magnifi- 
ed the lawand made it honor- 
able—that he condemned sin in 
the flesh, and so made out the 
gansom of a guilty world, that 
whoscever will, may come unto 
him, receive a pardon through 
his mediation, sanctification by 
his Spirit, and enjoy eternal life. 

It was a sufficient reason for 
events of that distinguished 
day, that on that solemn oc- 
casion, there was a maniles- 
tation of God’s holy abhor- 
rence of sin. It was suitable 
that while the Father hid his 
face from man’s most compas- 
sionate suffering substitute, he 
should impress on the visible 
creation, the manifest tokens of 
his holy displeasure ; and that 
such things should take place to 
call up the attention of creatures 
to the subject, and notify them, 
thatthough he was graciously 
determined on mercy he was by 
no means indifferent as to the 
evilof their sins. God wasan- 
ery, he abhorred rebellion, and 
the malignant spirit which reign- 
ed among his creatureson earth. 

It might be ‘also a sufficient 
reason for the darkness, and the 
other terrifying events of that 
day, that God might give tokens 
of his wrath at the horrid wic- 
edness of his professing people. 
The Jews were such, but when 
the Son of God came among 
them as the light of the worid, 
answered all the numerous pre- 
dictionsofthe prophets, wrought 
signs and wonders of mercy, 
and declared the glory of the 
Mather, with words of grace and 





truth, their depraved hearts weré 
exasperated with hatred and en« 
vy; they often attempted to 
destroy him ; their highest ec- 
clesiastical officers determined 
to put him to death, The 
ceuncil of their nation, having 
taken him by treachery, many 
satup all night to abuse him, 
they sought false witness, and 
carried him to Pilate the Ro- 
man governor. He was sent to 
Herod, where he was set at 
naught. But his accusers could 
support no allegations against 
him. When he was repeatedly 
acquitted by Pilate, the chief 
priests stirred up the people, by 
dint of clamour, to procure his 
condemnation, and to require 
Barabbas,anotorious malefactor, 
to be delivered to them, in pre- 
ference to the Son of God. Jesus 
was then scourged, and arrayed 
in mock majesty, led forth with- 
out the city, and crucified between 
two thieves, while his expiring 
agonies were the subject of their 
barbarous mockery. Such wick- 
edness was a sufficient reason 
why God should frown upon 
them, and command the inani- 
mate creation to reprove their 
horrid guilt. 

Or did God command the 
heavens to be hung in mourn- 
ing, and the earth to quake and 
tremble, in sign of sympathy at 
the suffering ofits Creator ? Or 
was it ominous of the unprece- 
dented destruction of the nation, 
who were infatuated to invoke 
upon their guilty heads the heavy 
curse, * His blood be upon us 
and upon our children ;” an im- 
precation to which divine ven- 
geance said, Amen ; and which 
is remarkably executed upon 
their posterity, in the presence 
of all nations, to the present day. 

This darkness too, may well 
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be considered as ominous of that 
dreadful day, when the unbe- 
lieving world shall be called to 
stand before their rejected Lord 
for judgment. Then the great 
day of his wrath shall have fully 
come; the heavens shall pass 
away with a great noise; the ele- 
ments shall melt with fervent 
heat ; the earth also, and the 
works that are therein shall be 
burnt up; and the rejecters of 
the Son of God shall be led forth 
to execution, and be destroyed 
with the endless agonies of the 
second death. 

These things might serve also 
for conviction, and an admoni- 
tion, then to the Jews, and now 
to us, to receive the Saviour, 
and prepare for the day of judg- 
ment, which will be the com- 
plete redemption of believers, 
and their introduction into the 
enjoyment of the glorious re- 
wards, procured by their once 
suffering but now ascended Lord. 

Thus we find sufficient rea- 
sons forthe darkness and con- 
vulsions at the crucifixion of 
Christ, as matter of conviction 
and admonition to men—an o- 
men of the destruction of Jeru- 
salem and the dissolution of the 
world, and of ‘he final judgment, 
a sign of sympathy with the dy- 
ing Jesus,an expression of wrath 
at the perpetration of the horrid 
wickedness of the Jews, in mur- 
dering God’s anointed—and at 
the remembrance of the sins of 
the whole world, when the a- 
tonement was offered by our 
most merciful Redeemer. 

Among the other numerous 
evidences that Jesus was the 
Christ, the Son of the Blessed, 
taken from the prophecies and 
types of the scriptures fulfilled 
—from his works attesting the 
declaration he made of himself 


~ 
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—from his resurrection from 
the dead—and from the out- 
pouring of his spirit in the apos- 
tolic age, the darkness and other 
events attending on his crucifix. 
ion, add their testimony ; they 
declare it to have been a day 
of distinguished solemnity. Well 
might all these wonderful things 
accompany that most astonish- 
ing ofall events since the crea- 
tion. What we so lately saw, 
could hardly fail to remind us of 
that day ofour Lord’s sufferings ; 
and let it not be in vain to us, 
that our minds have been re- 
called to the contemplation of an 
event, in which heaven and 
earth are supremely interested, 
and which at the time, was mat- 
ter of far greater wonder and 
admiration to the holy angels, 
than to the inhabitants of this 
world, who were involved in the 
gloomy terrors of the day. 

It is right, that after having 
noticed the trembling and dark- 
ness ofthe day when our Re- 
deemer bled, we should look 
beyond the scenery, and fix our 
most carnest attention on the 
divine personage who suffered. 
Christ and his death were the 
things which wrought real as- 
tonishment in the minds of the 
superior intelligencies of hea- 
ven. We have noticed his per- 
son, his sufferings, his design, 
and the glorious work which he 
wrought. He obtained a victory 
over the prince of darkness : he 
led captivity captive, and having 
spoiled principalities and powers, 
he made a shew of them openly. 
And it is now proper, that we 
should close our meditations 
with a few brief reflections. 

1. The death of Jesus Christ, 
as a Redeemer from sin, must 
lead the considerate mind to at- 
tendto the manifestation here 
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made, of God’s infinite abhor- 
ence of sin. In his sight, it cer- 
tainly did appear mfinitely de- 
testable. We cannot conceive, 
how it could have been possible 
for him, to have made a grea- 
ter manifestation of his detesta- 
tion of it, than he did make 
when it was unfit that he should 
exercise his mercy, or pronounce 
a pardon for the least sin, with- 
out such an atonement, as none 
but the Son of God could make, 
and which required, that even 
he should endure the buffetings 
of Satan, the cruelties of barba- 
rous men, the hidings of the Fa- 
ther’s face, and the sacrifice of 
his precious life. 

If the view which God has ex- 
pressed of the evil of sin, as it 
appears to him, be just, then we 
must conclude that we, who are 
full of sin, are much more crim- 
inal and vile, than any of us have 
ever realized. Our sins are ex- 
ceedingly criminal, and there is 
much reason that we should ab- 
hor ourselves, and repent in dust 
and ashes. 

2. The sufferings of Christ 
give the most impressive mani- 
festation of the inflexible justice 
of God. He will not go aside 
from rectitude ; this appears as 
his first, and his unchangeable 
determination. If any motive 
could induce him to depart, in 
any degree, from perfect justice, 
it must have been the sparing of 
his own Son, when he appeared 
as our substitute. But this he 
would not do, though the soul 
of Christ was sorrowful even 
unto death, and though he be- 
soucht that, if it were possible, 
this cup might pass from him. 
Instead of abating any thing, he 
said, “ Awake, O sword, against 
the man that is my fellow.” 

3. The crucifixion of our Lord, 
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with as great certainty, and if 
possible, with more impressive 
language than the law, declares 
the desperate condition of man- 
kind, antecedent to the idea of 
the atonement. Never could we 
have answered for our guilt, nor 
done the work which even Christ 
could perform on noeasier terms. 
If Christ died for all, then were 
all dead.——Under what infinite 
obligations are we to our Re- 
deemer! Weare not our own, 
we are bought with a price : and 
never can we love our Lord too 
well, or dotoo much for his ho- 
nor, or the advancement of his 
kingdom among men. 

4. In the sufferings of Jesus, 
we have the most impressive 
manifestation of the love of God, 
and his tender compassion, for 
even sinful creatures. God so 
loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life. 
Greater love hath no man than 
that he lay down his life for his 
friend, but while we were yet 
enemies, Christ died for us. He 
died the just for the unjust, that 
he might bring us to God.— 
What returns shall we make for 
such unparalleled grace ? 

5. From the atonement of 
Christ we may assuredly con- 
clude, that there is no other 
name givenunderheaven among 
men, by which we must be sa- 
ved, and that there can be no 
escape, if we neglect this great 
salvation. The wrath which fell 
on Christ, if it fall on us, must 
make our doom intolerable. Can 
thine heart endure, or thine 
hands be strong, O unbeliever, 
in the day when this wrath shall 
fall upon thine head? Canst 
thou answer both for disobedi- 
ence to the law, and rejection of 
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the Divine Redeemer. As well 
the certainty, as the greatness of 
the unbeliever’s doom, is a just 
inference from this atonement. 
Finally, The crucifixion of 
Christ is calculated to impress 
on our minds this truth, that to 
obtain an interest in his redemp- 
tion, is of the utmost importance 
tous. Itis for this that divine 
long-suffering is now continued, 
and that the “gospel i is most af- 


fectionately urged upon us. If 


any of my readers are yet aliens 
from the commonwealth of Is- 
rael, the language of Christ to 
such is, * Turn ye, turn ye, for 
why will ye die?” 

Measlas. 


— 
Cynthia and Amelia— 
A FRAGMENT. 
WEET was the time when I 
first felt the power of my 


Saviour’s sanctifying grace, said 
Cynthia to Amelia, as they were 
engaged in friendly converse ; 
and sweet tomy soul have been 


his visits since. The world has 
now lost its charms ;—it ceases 
to captivate my aflections ;—my 
soul feels joys of a kind superior 
to that which it can communi- 
cate. A source of pleasure I 


have fuund. whence streams of 


enjoyment flow, of which I may 

drink my fill—Dear Amelia, I 
once theu ght as you do, that no 
satisfaction surpassed that deri- 
ved from the pleas ures of lite— 
No one hada higher relish for 
these pleasures—No one pur- 
sucd them with greater avidi- 
ty, or, perhaps, enjoyed, in grea- 


ter perfection, that happiness 
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beams of the sun; so do all 
these pleasures pass away before 
the beams of the Sun of Right. 
eousness, Which shine upon my 
soul. But my eye, dear Amel- 
ia, oft drops the tear, when my 

rind reflects on the time mis- 
spent intheir pursuit ;--my heart 
sometimes reproaches me ;—my 
guilt oft stares me in the face, 
because of neglecting my dear, 
my kind Redeemer.—But I trust 
he has forgiven me ;—lI trust 
his mercy has triumphed over 
my obstinacy and given me a ti- 
tle to eternal life. Oh! shall I 
tell how he met me ? How great 
is his mercy! In the midst of 
gay circles—fluttering in the 
ball. room ;—in the midst of rich- 
es, cheerful prospects and de- 
lights, how often did my con- 
science reproach me ! [iow of- 
ten did he warn me ! Then un- 
happy and miserable, I sighed 
for the lonely cot of the peasant, 
or the solitary place,—a retreat 
from these gaities. These things, 
thought I, will not bear the pure 
eyes of the Judge of all. IJfl 
should then plead my youth, my 
lively disposition, and the conse- 
quent temptations to which I 
am a, exposed, they will 
not answer. Strict justice is his 
attribute. — T he soul that sinneth 
it shail die; but those that be- 


| lieve in Christ shall be saved.— 


Can I then be saved thought [? 
Tama most grievous sinner— 
condemned by the law— 

‘© Thy wrath lies heavy on my soul, 
And waves of sorrow o’er me roll.” 
I said to God, If thou canst, be 
eracious stifl I leave my vain 
course,—my companions,—my 
worldly hopes,—--pe vadventure 


which they can afford. But they 
satisfy not ;—they are flecting ; 
was the dew of the mornin: 

passes away before the efiulgent 


said I, the Lord will be gracious ; 
—I was cast out in the open 
Held ;—exposed to destruc tions 
ready to perish ;~-but the Lord, 
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andthe Lord alone took me up. | 


The time of his passing was a 
time of love. 
sake he saved me—he poured 


the balm of consolation into my | 
wounds ;—he bound them up— | 
he mollified them with ointment. | 
My heart rejoiced in his good- | 


The Trinity in Unity. 


For his mercy’s | 


ness ; and he enabled me to give | 


him all the glory. With joy I 
attended tohis ordinances, which 
before I esteemed +fit only for 
the enthusiastic and supersti- 
tious—These, dear Amelia, of 


same idea that I did, are sweet 
to my soul, as a means of draw- 
ing near to God. Oh! how 


| 
} 
} 
| 
' 
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in sincerity and truth ;—when 
you leave ail for Christ ; when 
you are created in him unto good 
works. Strength to do all this 
comes from him.—Prayer is the 
means to obtain it. Pray, my 
Amelia, for the spirit of grace ; 
—God is gracious :—Jesus came 
to save sinners. 

Dear Cynthia, said Amelia, 
with tears dropping from her 
eyes, I believe what you say. 
The peace of your mind beams 


in your countenance ; the joys 
which perhaps you form the. 


of religion sparkle in your eyes. 


| ] see your cheerfulness, and of- 


| your happiness. 


much to be praised above those | 


worldly schemes 


which I once esteemed! And 


now with complacency I look | 
forward to death, judgment, and | 
These things strike | 


eternity. 
no dread to my mind, but often 
are the subjects of joy and re- 
joicing. For all this, to God is 
the glory to be given.— Tear not, 
Amelia, to believe and to trust 
the words of eternal life—I may 
say with the apostle: * What 
we have seen and heard that de- 
clare we unto you.” I feel the 
power of truth—I know it is 
from God. Peace is upon you 
—happiness unspeakable and fuil 
of glory your reward, when you 
put away the evil of your doings ; 
—when you repent of your sins 


| 
of pleasure | 


ten does my wicked heart envy 
Iam afflicted 
with your recital ;—your exam- 
ple long has reproved me ;— 
your words now take strong hold 
of my mind. Oh! that the re- 
solutions which now start in 
my breast, might always seem 
as important to my soul ;—to 
change my course of life—to 
prepare for the solemnities of 
death--to make God my friend, 
Christ my Saviour from wrath 
to come. O my friend, I am 
ready to cry what shall I do to 
be saved? God be merciful to 
me a sinner. Trust not, said 
Cynthia,to your own resolutions ; 
but believe and trust in God ;-= 
you can keep them only by his 





grace. My praycrs will be for 
| you. Imustgo. Adieu. 


—Set 5 
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CHAPTER. 


IV. 


THE TRINITY IN UNITY. 


(Concluded from 


P 
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F there be any diversity of nature, or any essential subordina- 
tion in the persons of the Godhead, it must be revealed to 
us either in their Wames, or their Attributes, or their 4cts ; for it is 
by these only that they are or can possibly be made known to 
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us in this Life. Ifthe Scripture has made no difference in any 
of these, farther than that of afersonal distinction (which we all 
allow) we are no longer to doubt that there is a natural or essen- 
tial Unity in the three Persons of the Futher, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghost. It shall therefore be shewn in this Chapter, by 
a sort of proof more comprehensive than what has gone before, 
that these Persons have the same /Vames, the same /ttributes, the 
same counsel or will, and all concur, after an ineffable manner, 
in the same divine cts: so that what the scripture is falsely 
supposed to have ascribed to God in one Person, will appear to be 
ascribed by the same authority to God in three persons. That 
therefore, these three persons are but one God: they are three 
distinct agents, yet there is but one and the same divine agency : 
or, as the Church has more fully and better expressed it, that 
«“ that which we believe of the glory of the Father, the same we 
are to believe of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, without any 
difference or inequality.” 
I. 

The Trinity in Unity is the one Lord, the Creator of the 
world. 

Psal. xxxiii. 6. By the Word ofthe Lord were the heavens 
made, and all the host of them by the breath (Hebd. Spirit) of his 
mouth. The whole Trinity therefore created the world : yet this 
Trinity is but one Lord: for it is written, 

Tsai: xliv. 24. Iam the Lord that maketh all things, that stretch- 
eth forth the heavens ALONE, that shreadeth abroad the earth BY 
MYSELF. It follows therefore, either that the word and sprit, 
did ot make the heavens ; or, that the Father, with his word 
and sfirit, are the ALONE Lord and Creator of all things. 


II. 

The Trinity in Unity is the one Supreme Being or Nature, 
distinguished from all other Beings by the name Jehovah. For 
the Scripture gives us the following position. 

Deut. vi. 4. The Lord cur God is ONE JEHOVAH ; and 
again, Psal. Ixxxill. 18. Thou whose name ALONEJZs JEHOVAH, 
art the most high over all the earth. 

Vet Christ is Jehovah. 

Jer. xxiii. 6. Thisis the name whereby he shall be called JE- 
HOV AH our righteousness. 

So is the Sfirit also. 

Ezek. vil. i. 3. The Lord JEHOVAH put forth the form of 
an hand and took me, and the SPIRIT &f me, &c. see also 
Cuap. Il. Art. IV. and XXIV. 

Therefore,the Father, tue Son, and the Holy Ghost are the ONE 
Jehovah : they are three persons, yet have but one name and one 
nature, And itis the gfeat advantage of this argument, that the 
Name Jehouah isnot capable of any such equivocal interpreta- 
tions as that of God ; it has no plural ; is incommunicable to any 
derived or created being ; and is peculiar to the divine nature, 
because it is descriptive of it. The Authorofan Essay on Spirit 
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has endeavoured to avoid the force of this proof, by pretending 
that there are two Jehovahs, onea distinct Being from the other. 
But in this he has exposed the cause he meant to defend, and left 
the argument in a worse state than he found it: for if there be 
two, then itis false that there is a most high over all the earth, 
whose name ALONE is Jehovah ; and let him try if he can recon- 
cile it. Dr. Clarke also pretends, in the Titles to two of his 
Sections, wherein the collection of texts is very numerous, to have 
set down the Passages wherein it is declared that the Second and 
Third persons derive their Being (that is the expression he was 
not afraid to make use of) from the Father. But he has not pro- 
duced one such passage ; no such thing being declared in the 
whole Bible ; and the contrary to it is plainly revealed under this 
application of the name Jehovah, 
III. 

The Trinity in Unity is the Lord absolutely so called; in He- 
brew Adonai ; in Greek, e Kups@ 

Rom. x. 12. ¢ The same LORD over all, is rich unto all that 
callufion him. 

Luke ii. 11. A Saviour which is Christ the LORD. 

Rom. xi. 34. For who hath known the mind of the LORD, or 
who hath been his Counsellor 2? Which Lord, as we learn from the 
prophet whence this is quoted, is the Sfiri¢ ; for it is written, Zsai. 
xl. 13. who hath directed the SPIRIT of the Lord, or being his 
counsellor hath taught him ? That the person of the Srit is the 
Lord, is also plain from 2 Cor. iii. 18. mow the Lordis that Spirit 

o Os xupi@ ro Tivevpem esty we are changed from glory to glory 
as by the spirit of the Lord ; xabameg amo xupis Tvexmar@ as by the 
Lord the Sfirit : which is all along to be understood of the /er- 
sonal Sfirit, because the apostle begins expressly with ‘Aat at the 
$d verse of this chapter. And it was from the authority of these 
words The Lord is the Spirit added to those of ver. 6. 
the Spirit giveth life that the council of ice borrowed the 
following clause of its Creed “ I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the LORD and GIVER OF LIFE.” 

IV. 

The Trinity in Unity is the God of Israel. 

Matt xv. 31. The multitude glorified the God of Israel. 

Luke i. 16. 17. The children of \srael shall he turn to the Lord 
THEIR GOD: and he shall go before HIM* that is, be- 
fore Christ. 

2 Sam. xxiii. 2, 3. Zhe SPIRIT of the Lord spake by me 

the GOD of Israel said, &c. So that unless he who sfake was 
one being,and he that said was another,the Spirit is the God of Israel. 

* Dr. Clarke allows that the word Aim means Christ, yet denies 
that he is intended by the Lord their God, which is the antecedent 
to it: and calls this a manner of speaking. 

+ The Reader is desired to observe, that as I cannot in all cases fix upon 
a text that does precisely distinguish the person of the Father, 1 shall there- 
fore be frequently obliged, as in this instance, to set a passage down in the 
first of the three ranks, that does confessedly denote the true God. 
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V. 

The divine Law, and consequently the authority whereupon it 
is founded, is that of a Trinity in Unity. 

Rom. vii. 25. I myself serve the LAW of GOD. 

Gal. vi. 2. Fulfil the LAW of CHRIST. 

Rom. viii, 2. The LAW of the SPIRIT of Life. 

The divine Law, then, is the law of God, Christ, and the Spirit 
of kfe. But it iswritten, Jam. iw. 12. Thereis ONE LAW- 
GIVER who is able to save and to destroy : therefore, these 
THREE are ONE. And here we have the true reason why the 
Scripture has represented the whole Trinity as tempted and re- 
sisted by the disobedience of man. For sin being the transgres- 
sion of the Law, and the law being derived from the undivided 
authority ofthe Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, every breach 
of it is an offence against the Trinity : therefore it is written, 

Deut. vi. 16. Thou shalt not TEMPT the LORD thy God. 

1 Cor. x. 9.——neither let us TEMPT CHRISTY. 

Acts v. 9. How is it that ye have agreed together to TEMPT 
the SPIRIT of the Lord ? 


VI. 
The mind and will of Godis the mind and will of a Trinity in 
Unity. 


The ménd of God. 

1 Cor. ii. 16. Who hath known the MIND of the LORD? 

Ibid. We have the MIND af CHRIST. 

Rom, viii. 27. He that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is 
the MIND of the SPIRIT. 

The will of God. 
1. Thess.iv. 3. Thisis the WILL of GOD. 

Acts xxil. 14. The God of our Fathers hath chosen thee, that 
thou shouldst know HIS WILL*. 

2 Pet.i. 21. Profthecy came not in old time by the WILL of 
Man ; but holy men of God shake as they were moved by the 
HOLY GHOST. 

* This passage is meant of Christ and of dis will. The God 
efour fathers (said dnanias) hath CHOSEN thee, &c. but the fer- 
son in God who appeared to Ananias and said of Saul, he is a 
CHOSEN vessel unto ME, was the Lord, even Jesus. Acts ix. 
15. 17. 

Vil. 

The Power of God is the Power of a Trinity in Unity. 

Eph. iii. 7. The grace of GOD given unto me, by the effectual 
working of HIS POWER. 

2 Cor. xii. 9. that the POWER of CHRIST may rest ujfion 
me. 

Rom. xv. 19. —— signs aud wonders by the POWER of the 
SPIRIT of Ged. 

The Scripture therefore has ascribed divine fower, and that in 
the same exercise of it, (the ministry and miracles of St. Paul) 
to Christ and the S/érit in common with God the Jathcr. Se 
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that when all glory and fower is ascribed to the only wise God, 
what God can that be, but the Trinity ? Upon this principle the 
Scripture is easily reconciled : upon any other it is unintelligi- 
ble, as the reader may soon find by consulting Dr. Clarke and 
some other of the .4rian writers; who to avoid this plain doc- 
(rine, have tried to amuse us with a religion made up of scho- 
lastic niceties and unnatural distinctions, which no man can un- 
derstand, and which themselves are not agreed in, nor ever will 
be tothe world’s end. Yet they often dispute against us from the 
acknowledged simplicity of the Scripture ! 
VIIL 
The Trinity in Unity is Eternal. 

Rom. xvi. 25, 26. Zhe mystery made manifest according 
to the commandment (asus) of the EVERLASTING GOD. 

Rev. xxii. 13. I(Jesus)am the FIRST and the LAST. 

Feb. ix. 14,.—— who through (atone) the EVERLASTING 
SPIRIT. 

* Dr. Clarke allows these words, in this filace to mean Christ, 
yet where the same words occur in Rev. i. 8. with the addition 
of the epithet Almighty, he denies it; though they are demon- 
strated to be spoken of the same person by the context and 
tenour ofthe whole chapter + : and he tells us, the character in 
one place differs from the other. So that upon his principle, 
the scripture has revealed to us two different beings, both of whom 
are the first and the last, yet not coeternal. Which is sufficient 
of itself to justify all that was said above concerning his distince 
tions, &e. 

IX. 
—Is TRUE. 

John vii. 28. He that sent meis TRUE. 

Rev. iii. 7. These things saith he——thut is TRUE, 
he that hath the Key of David, &c. 

1 John y.6. It is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the 
SPIRIT is TRUTH —— » aagbesia THE truth. 

xX 
is Holy. 

Rev. xv. 4. Who shall not fear thee, O LORD, and glorify thy 
name ? for THOU ONLY art HOLY. 

Acts iii. 14. But ye denied THE HOLY ONE, and desired 
a murderer to be released unto you, &c. See also Dan. ix. 24. and 
Rev, iil. 7. 

1 John ii. 20. Ye have an unction from THE HOLY ONE; 
that is, an anointing from the Holy Ghost, who is called 

John xiv. 26. TO xvevxpa, TO wyiov, The Spirit the Holy one. 

XI. 


is omnifiresent. 
Jer. xxiii. 24. Do not I fill heaven and earth, saith the 
LORD? , 
Eph. i, 22——_—the fulness of HIM (Christ) ¢hac filleth all in 
all, 


+ See the note at Ch, HII. Art. XIX. 
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Peal. cxxxix. 7, 8. Whither shall I go then from thy SPIRIT ? 
——if I go uf into heaven THOU art there ; if 1 go down into 
hell, THOU art there also. 

XII. 
is the fountain of fe. 

Deut: xxx. 20 ——/ove the LORD thy GOD, for HE is thy 
LIFE. 

Col. iii. 4. When CHRIST who is OUR LIFE shall afiftear, &c. 

Rom. viii. 10. The SPIRIT is LIFE. 

XIII. 

The Trinity in Unity made all mankind. 
Psal.c. 3. The LORD he is GOD, it is HE that hath MADE 
US. 
John i. 3. By HIM (Christ) were ALL THINGS MADE. 
Job xxxiil. 4. The SPIRIT of God hath MADE me. 
XIV. 
quicken the dead. 

Johny. 21. The FATHER raiseth uf the dead and quickeneth 
them. 

Ibid. Even so the SON QUICKENETH whom he will. 

Ibid. vi. 63. It is the SPIRIT that QUICKENETH. 

XV. 
—— instruct us in divine knowledge. 
John vi. 45. . They shall be all TAUGHT of GOD. 
Gal. i. 12. Neither was ITAUGHT it but by the revelation 
of JESUS CHRIST. 

John xiv. 26. The Comforter, the holy SPIRIT, wid TEACH 

you all things. 
XVI. 
have fellowship with the faithful. 

1 Johni. 3. Truly our FELLOWSHIP ts with the FATHER. 
—Gr. Kowavia 

Ibid. sind with his Son JESUS CHRIST. 

2 Cor. xii. 14. The FELLOWSHIP (Kova) of the HOLY 
GHOST é¢ with you all. 

XVII. 
are spiritually resent in the elect. 

1 Cor. xiv. 25. GOD is IN YOU ofa truth. 

2 Cor. xiii. 5. CHRIST ts IN YOU except ye be reprobates. 

John xiv. 17. The SPIRIT——dwelleth with you and shall be 
IN YOU. 

So again, 

2 Cor. vi. 16. GOD hath said, Iwill DWELL in them. 

Epfihes. iii. 17. That CHRIST may DWELL in your hearts. 

Rom. viii. 11. His SPIRIT that DWELLETH in you. 

XVIII. 
reveal to us the Divine Will. 

Phil. iit. 15. God shall REVEAL even this unto you. 

— Gal. i. 12. neither was I taught it but by the REVELA- 
TION of JESUS CHRIST. 

Luke ii. 26. It was REVEALED unto him by the HOLY 

GHOST. , 
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So again, 

Heb.i. 1. GOD who SPAKE unto the fathers by the prophets. 

2 Cor. xiii. 3. Ye seek a frroof of CHRIST SPEAKINC in me. 

Mark xiii. 11, It is not ye that SPEAK, but the HOLY GHOST. 

And as prophecies are revealed dy, so are they also delivered 
in the name, that is, by the special authority ofeach person in the 
Godhead. For though the usual introduction to any divine -re- 
velation ‘be Thus SAITH the LORD yet we also find 
the expressions These things SAITH the SON ef GOD. Rev. 
ii. 18. And Thus SAITH the HOLY GHOST. Acts xiii. 
3, with many other passages to the same effect. 

XIX. 
—raised the Body of Christ from the grave. 

| Cor. vi. 14. GOD hath both RAISED UP the Lord, and 
will also raise us uf by his OWN POWER.* 

John ii. 19. Destroy this temfile, and in three days I WILL 
RAISE IT UP. 

1 Pet. iii. 18. Christ-——being fut to death in the flesh, but 
QUICKENED dy the SPIRIT. 

* See Art. vil. of this Chapter. 
XX. 

conduct the people of God. 

Isai, xlviti. 17. Iam the LORD thy GOD, which LE AD- 
ETH thee by the way that thou shouldst go. 

John x. 3. He(Christ the Shepherd) calleth his own sheep by 
name, and LEADETH them out. 

Rom. vill. 14. As many as are LED by the SPIRIT of God, 
they are the sons of God. 














XXI. 
give a commission andauthority tothe ministers of 





the Gospel. 

2 Cor. iii. 5. 6. Our sufficiency is of GOD, who hath MADE 
usable MINISTERS. 

1 Tim. 1. 12, JESUS CHRIST 

PUTTING me into the MINISTRY. 

Acts y.23. Take heed therefore to all the fiock over the which 
the HOLY GHOST sAath MADE you OVERSEERS. 

XXII. 

sanctify the elect. 
to them that are SANCTIFIED by GOD, ‘the 





counted me faithful, 








Jude \. 
FATHER. 

Heb. i. 1. ~He that SANCTIFIETH and they whe are sanc- 
tified are all of one ; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them 
brethren, 

Rom. xv. 16. 





Being SANC TIFIED dy the HOLY GHOST. 
XXIIL.- 

perform all spiritual and divine operations. 

1 Cor. xii. 16. Jt is the seme GOD which WORKETH ALL 
IN ALL. 

Col. iti, 11. CHRIST is all and IN ALL. 

1 Cor. xii, 11. But ALL these WORKETH that one and 
the self-same SPIRIT. 
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CONCLUSION. 

Let us now take areview of what has been collected in these 
papers, and sum up the evidence in its own natural terms. 

It has appeared from the first Chapter, that Christ Jesus, whose 
Divinity is daily blasphemed amongst us because it is not proved 
in the Scripture, is the Lord of Hosts|, the firet and the last,2 than 
whom there is 7o greaterS, and beside whom there is no God 4: 
that he is the Saviour of the world5, the Lord and God of the 
Holy Profthets6 and Apostles7, the most high God8, the searcher of 
ail hearts9, comprehended and made known to us under the 
name of ‘hat God to whom the world was reconciled11. Who thouch 
he was the Word of God, that came forth from the Father into 
the world; yet he was God1l2, and ofthe same divine nature13 
with him that sent him. Though he was perfect man, of the seed 
of .4éraham, born of his mother, and in all things made like to 
his brethren : yet the fulness of the Godhead dwelt in him bodily \4 
Though he suffered, diedt, was pierced upon the Cross, and re- 
deemed us by his 4lood ; yet that blood was the blood of God15, 
and upen fis Cross Jehovah was fierced16. 

That the objections urged against all these positive proofs, 
proceed wholly upon false principles ; being drawn, partly, from 
natural religion and Philosophy, which never was nor ever will 
be subject to the dew of God; and is not intended so to be by 
those who setit up and dispute for it. Partly from the econo- 
mical offices and humiliation of Christin the flesh17 ; in which it 
is nevertheless affirmed, that God himself was made manifes¢18. 
And lastly, from the unity19 of God so often asserted and insisted 
upon in the Scripture ; not in opposition to the Godhead of 
Christ, but to the Jdols* then worshipped all over the heathen 
world. Hence it is, that God is called the true God ; for they 
were false ones; one God; for they were many 20; the living 
God 21; for they were vanities without life. Yet in the place of 
these idols, who are to supply the contrast, they have substituted 
the person of their blessed Redeemer, the true God22, the ever- 
lasting Father23,the Lord of Glory24, who is abletosubdue all things 
to himself, and of whose kingdom there shall be no end. 

From the second Chapter it has appeared, that the Holy Ghost 
is our spiricual Kather25, by whose divine power we are begotten 
toa new life ; and to whom we daily fray that he would not 
lead us into temptation26. That he is the Lord27, even the Lord of 
Hosts28, the ruler of the Christian economy, cadding men to that 
honour in his church, which God only29 can bestow upon them. 
That he is incomprehensibly united with God, and sensible of the 
omnipotent wll in himself; even as the human S/irit is united to 
man, and understandeth its own thoughts80. That his power, is the 


1 Chap. 1 Art 1.0L WE 200. 3S XLV. 4111 SIV. 
6 V. 7 XI. 8 IX. 9 XLII. 11 XIV. 12 XIX. 
13 XLIV. 14 XVII. +ZLVIL. 15 XL1X. 16 XL1V, 
17 XXV. XXVI. XXXIK. 18 1 Tim. iii, 16. 19 XXIV, XXXII. 
* XXIL 1 Fobn v. 21. 20 1 Cor. viii. 5, 6. 21 Acts xiv. 15. 
22 1 Fobn v. 2. 23 XX. 24 1 Cor, ii. 8. 25 Ch. IL, Art. f 
26 Xi. 27 LiL 28 MXIT, = .29 ‘UI. 39 ZHI. 





eo 


ct. et hele 


. a, 


“ 


1306.} The Conclusion. bk 


immediate power of God himself\ ; his insfiiration, is the inspira- 

tion of God2 ; his frresence, the presence of God3. That he is 

God4, even the highest ; for the man Christ Jesus, who is the Son 

of God and the Son of the highest, was so called BECAUSE he 

was begotten of the Holy Ghost5. 

That the objections usually brought to disguise and destroy 
this evidence, are taken fromthe unity, the attributes and will 
of God, andthe ministration of the Sfirit in the economy of 
grace ; all of them falsely interpreted6. For as tothe unity of 
God, itis not an unity offerson. Astothe supreme attribute of 
goodness, it is also possessed by the Sfirit. Asto the Will of 
God, according to which the gifts and graces of the Spirit are 
distributed, it is opposed to the will of man, not to that of the 
Spirit; which is said to blow where it listeth, and to divide or dis- 
tribute unto every man his gifts, not as man the receiver, but as 
he himself willeth7. 

It has appeared from the ¢Aird Chapter, that God is signified to 
us throughout the Old Testament by a name thatis plural8, and 
proved to be such from many particular instances ; yet gene~ 
rally so restrained and qualified, as to destroy the suspicion of a 
plurality of Gods. That to this common name of God, many, 
other plural names and expressions are added9; and that an in~ 
terchanging of the //ural and singular10 is frequently observed, 
which neither grammar nor reason can account for upon any 
principle, but that of a real divine plurality. That the fersons 
of God are three in number, precisely distinguished on some oc- 
casions by the personal names of the Father,the Word,or Son, 
and the Holy Sfirit11, and also by different offices. That the same 
term is not always peculiar and proper to the same person ; be- 
cause the words God, Lord, Jehovah, and Father, are sometimes 
applied to one person, sometimes to another ; while at other 
times they are not personal, but general names ofthe divine na- 
ture. That in the Lord of Hosts12, sitting upon his throne, and 
speaking of himself in the flural to the Prophet Isaiah, there 
was not one person only, but three ; The Father, Jesus, and the 
Holy Ghost, all expressed under one name in the Old Testament, 
but personally distinguished to us by three different ones in the 
new, where this matter is referred to. 

In the fourth and last Chapter, the passages of the Scripture 
have been laid together, and made to unite their beams in one 
common center, the Unity of the Trinity. Which unity is not 
metaphorical and figurative, but strict and real: and there can 
be no real unity in God, but that of his nature, essence, or substance, 
allof which are synonymous terms: this unity considered ix 
itself, is altogether incomprehensible : but it is one thing to read 
and to know that there 7s adivine nature, and another thing to 
describe it. That itis proved to be an unity of essence: Ist. be- 
cause the three persons are all comprehended under the same 

1 XVIL. 2 VI. S IX. V. XX. 4 Vill. 5 ZXI 


6 XXIII. XXIV. 7XXV. 8 Chap. Ill. Art. I. 9 V. VL 
VU. VII. «6910 1X. X. iL XVII. 12 XIX. 
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individual and supreme appellation. They are the one Lord 
absolutely so called!. Zhe Creator of the world, and the God of 
Israel2. 2dly, because they partake in common of the name 
Jehovah3, which, being interpreted, means the Divine Essence ; 
and what it signifies in one person, it must also signify in the 
others ; astruly as the singular name -4dam, in its appellative 
capacity, expresses tl:e common nature of all mankind. And 
this name neither is nor can be communicated, without a contra- 
diction, to any derived or inferior nature, as well on account of 
its signification as its application, which is expressly restrained 
to one only. Sdly, It is farther proved, in that the authority4, 
the secret mind5 or counsel, and the fower6 by which all things 
are established and directed, is ascribed to Christ and the Spirit 
in common with God the Father ; and that in the same exercise 
of it, and upon the same occasions. 4thly, because there is a par- 
ticipation of such divine atiributes7 as cannot subsist but where 
they are original. Our understanding, if it be moderately in- 
structed, will satify us there can be one only who is eternal, and 
possessed of holiness, truth, life, &c. in and from himself. Yet 
the whole Trinity is eternal, holy, true, living and omnipresent : 
therefore these three were, and will be one God from everlast- 
ing toeverlasting. 5thly, and lastly, because there is a concur- 
rence of the whole undivided Godhead in all those acts8, every 
one of which have in them the character of a divine wisdom and 
omnipotence ; and express such an intimate union and commu- 
nion ofthe Holy Trinity, as the understanding of man cannot 
reach, and which no words can explain. For though it is and must 
be one God who doth all these things, yet it is «he Father, the Son, 
and the oly Spirit, who gave us our being, instruct and illumi- 
nate us, lead us, sfieak to us, and are frresent with us ; who give 
authority to the church, raise the dead, sanctify the elect and per- 
form every divine and spiritual operation. 

This is the God revealed to us in the holy Scripture ; very 
different from the Deity so much talked of in our systematica! 
schemes of natural divinity ; which with all its wisdom, never 
yet thought ofa Christ or an Holy Ghost, by whom nature, now 
fallen and blind, is to be reformed, exalted, and saved. ‘The 
Bible we know to be the infallible word of God; the rule of our 
faith and obedience. I find this doctrine revealedin it; there- 
fore I firmly believe and submit to it. Ihope the God whom 
we serve will defend it against all attempts toward reforming 
Christianity out of it: that the Church militant here on earth, 
may continue to agree in this fundamental doctrine with the 
C ‘hurch triumphant i in heaven. For there the Angels rest no 
‘cy end night, praising this Thrice-Holy9, blessed and glorious 
1 rinity. They have neither time nor inclination to dispute a- 
cuinst that Glory which they cannot stediastly behold. And had 
we a little more humility and devotion, we should not abound 50 

1 Chap. IV. Art. I. ILL. 2 IV. 3 1. 4V. . 5 VE 


5 VIL 7 VILL. IX. X. XI. XIL 8 XIII. &c. ad fin. 9 Chap. 
Vl. Art. MIX 
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much with disputation. If, in such a subject as this, we trust to 
our own reason, and it should prove at last to have betrayed us 
into error, irreligion and blasphemy ; what shall we have to say 
in excuse for ourselves ? We shall not dare to plead the dignity 
and strength of our rational faculties before the tribunal of Him, 
who came into the world to bring the wisdom of it to nought. 
And if the religion of Jesus Christ is to be corrected and softened 
till it becomes agreeable to the natural thoughts and imaginations 
ofthe human heart, then in vain was it said———Blessed is he 
whosoever shall not be offended in me. 

As for him, who is convinced that God is wiser than himself ; 
who believes as he ought, and as the Catholic Church of Christ 
hath given him an example from the beginning ; /zs danger lics 
on the other side: and while I venture to give him warning of 
it, I beseech him to suffer the word of exhortation, and to take in 
good part the faithful wounds of a friend. Let him take care then, 
that while he values his orthodoxy, he be not led unawares to 
overvalue it, by drawing false conclusions from it, and conceiting 
himself to be already frerfect. If he knows and believes in the 
true God, he doth well: but let not that which is an honour to 
him be any encouragement to dishonour God ; the knowledge 
of whom will only serve to encrease our condemnation, if we live 
in any lust of concufiisence, even as the Gentiles who knew him not. 
Andthough it be the faith of a Christian, and not his morality, 
that distinguishes him from the rest of mankind; yet that faith 
must appear in the conduct of his life ; gven as love toa friend 
is best witnessed by a readiness to do him service. It is true, the 
service is not the love, nor of equal value with it ; yet the love 
that refuses the service will be accounted as nothing. The mys- 
tery of faith is an invaluable treasure ; Lut the vessel that contains 
it must be clean and undefiled ; it must be eld in a pure con- 
science ; as the manna, that glorious symbol of the word of faith 
preached tous by the Gospel, was confined to the Tabernacle, 
and preserved in a vessel of gold. A mind that is conformed to 
this world, and given up to its pleasures, though it repeat the 
creed without questioning a single article of it, will be abhorred 
in the sight of God, as a vessel unfit for the master’s use ; and 
unworthy, because unprepared, to stand in the most holy filace. 
It is the great excellence of faith, that it can produce such a 
transformation in the life and manners, as no other principle has 
any power to do: and many are possessed of this truth without 
applying it to their own advantage. It is to be feared, that a 
consciousness of this damps their zeal, and creates that poor piti- 
ful, cowardly indifference, so much in vogue ; which if it had 
not by accident found the name of charity, would have been 
ashamed to shew its face in a Christian country. They are cold 
and backward to promote any religious conversation ; they will 
not appear to be in earnest about their faith in the eyes of the 
world, lest they should be forced to abridge somewhat from the 
gaiety of their lives, and to live as they sfcak. But let them re- 
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member, that without holiness no man shall see the Lord: no dross 
or impurity of this world will be suffered to continue in his 
sight. And in this, he is no hard master, reafing where he hath 
not sown, and requiring the fruit of good works, without giving 
us strength and ability to bring them forth. He has provided 
for us the precious blood of the Lamb, and offered to us the as- 
sistance of his Holy Spirit, that we may be enabled to serve that 
living God in whom we éelicve. If we are purged by Aim, we shall 
be clean: if he washes us, we shall be whiter than snow: and 
when the kingdom of God shal] come, and his glory shall appear, 
we shail be prepared to behold his face in righteousness. 

This, and no other, is my sincerest wish and prayer for every 
Christian, who shall give himself the trouble to peruse these 
papers ; in which I pretend to no merit but that of a transcriber ; 
which I shall always esteem to be honor enough, where the 
word of God is my original. And if they should be any way in- 
strumental to promote so good an end, he will not have read, 
nor shall L have written in vain. 


eS SS 


The Experience of the Christian, 
extracted from the Hore So- 
liaria. 

HEN the believer consi- 


ders himself, he i8 ready 
to say: “ Here am I, a sinful 
inhabitant of a wicked world, 
without any thought of Ged by 
nature, and turned away in my 
affections from all that can be 
conceived of divine purity and 


perfection. 1 feel no natural in- 
clination to goodness ; but a 
strong’ propensity to all things, 
which are corrupt and perish- 
ing. My soul never songht after 
its God ; and if it has thought 
of futurity, it considered the 
eternal state as a dark barren 
void, the gloomy apprehensions 
of which inclined me to forget 
itas fast as T could. My heart 
was all alive to the pursuits of 
the world, which in my sober 
momen's, undistracted by the 
immediate presence ot the ob- 
qects, my heart told me were al- 
together perisbing and vain— 
till Tran on the mad ear eer, 





a 


sure of a precipice which must 
terminate my course, and sure 
of nothing beyond it. ‘Thus my 
whole nature I have constantly 
found riveted to the earth, with- 
out one aspiring thought or de- 
sire of its own to quit it. The very 
idea indeed of quieting it, has fil- 
led me with horror and pain. In 
this state, always in quest of 
good without ever finding its sa- 
tiety, Ihave heard and read of 
God, and, with wa mere curios- 
itv of a man, have perused his 
word. Isaw nothing in the ho- 
liness and omnipotence of my 
Maker, but which struck me 
with a sense of my distance 
from Aim, and with a terror of 
his future approach tome. All 
his attributes, considered in the 
averegate, filled me with awe : 
His mercy alone afforded me 
some hope, when I thought of it 
bu itself; but attempered with 
his justice, even mercy increas- 
ed the dread. ‘The very good- 
ness of God must detach him 
érom all that is sinful and 
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pure, and consequently (as I 
saw) must detach him from me. 
The Scripture appeared dark 
and confused to my understand- 
ing. Isaw no propriety in ma- 
ny of its precepts, no force in its 
allegories, no comfort in its pro- 
mises, no glory in its end. In- 
decd, its end I did not under- 
stand ; for it seemed void of 
scheme or plan, and only, to my 
dark mind, a rude and undiges- 
ted mass. It was, in all res- 
pects, a book sealed to my eyes, 
a book unaffecting to my heart. 
Some of its moral precepts alone 
seemed worthy of attenion ; and 
these I viewed distinctly from 
ailthe rest; and, thus viewed, 
Lthougut that C7cero, Seneca or 
any of the philosophers, had 
or might have delivered as good 
as those. Thus] was left afloai 


in an immense ocean of un- 
certainty, without chart or com- 
pass to direct my course, or to 


promise me an harbor of com- 
fort and repose. I found like- 
wise, that I had no rudder to my 
bark, to steer it aright by any 
rule, could I cbtain one ; and 
that I lay exposed to the united 
agitation of winds and waves. 
To sink, filled me with horror ; 
to swim, afforded me a prospect 
of continual restlessness and 
care. I saw others in the same 
situation of distress, some sen- 
sible of it, and others stupid or 
asleep ; but this only wound- 
ed my humanity, without pre- 
senting me with relief. At 
length, a voice reached my 
heart; a voice, net of sound 
but of power, which I had never 
perceived before. God hath 
sworn by an oath to his people, 
that he would grant unto them, 
that they, being delivered out of 
the hands of their enemies, 
might serve him without fear, 
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|in holiness and righteousness 
before him ali the days of their 
life? A  sun-beam, darting up- 
on the eyes of a’ man just re- 
covered to sight, jfrom being 
born blind, could net fill him 
with so much amazement and 
wonder at the light, as these 
important words did my soul at 
the truths, whichthey contained, 
and which, though I had read 
them an hundred times, ! never 
had perceived before. I saw, I 
felt an elenchus and a power 
in them, which no mere words, 
formed by any kind of art, 
could possibly have induced. L 
stood astonished ; not at the 
demonstration of truth alone, 
though ¢hat appeared bright and 
obvious; but at the j/orce and 
imftression with which it seized 
my soul. It was guick and jow- 
erful indeed ; and sharfier than 
any two-edged sword, fitercing 
even to the dividing asunder of 
soul and spirit, and of the joinis 
and marrow, and a discerner of 
the thoughts and intents of the 
Acart. The electrical fluid could 
not pervade the bedy with more 
subtilty and surprise, than the 
heavenly flame affected and sei- 
zed upon the powers of my 
mind. I soon found, that to 
know atruth, is not merely to 
see it, but to feel and enjoy it 
too. I éasted, [handled, 1 fei 
the Word cf life. I found it was 
life indeed. Soon my soul, like 
a new-born babe, casting eyes 
around, perceived its situation 
by nature, and the gracious 
change, which had passed upon 
it. By degrees, it could explore 
the darkness of sin and error, 
by the light of grace and truth. I 
saw that throughall my past life, 
I had been in a state of Condage ; 
that I had been a siave in the 





hands of my most cruel ene- 
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mies’; that I had feared God 
only as an angry and inexorable 
judge; that so far from walk- 
ing before him in holiness and 
righteousness, I had counted it 
as the best enjoyment of my life 
to turn away from him ; that it 
had been a part of my misery to 
reflect upon his transcendent 
holiness, to the commands of 
which I neither could yield, nor 
loved to yield, obedience ; and 
that all his attributes were at 
war with me asinner. I now 
saw, on the other hand, how 
God could be just, and yet the 
justifier of him that believeth in 
Jesus ; and Aow all my sins, suf- 
ficient as they were to damn a 
theusand worlds, could be blot- 
tedout and forgiven. I percei- 
ved, with horror, the deep apos- 
tacy of my nature, and my total 
aversion of heart to God and his 
holy will. I was covered with 
shame and contrition, in the 
view of myself, and with wonder 
at so much goodness and beau- 
ty, in the consideration of Aim. 
My soul was bowed down with 
the conflict of remorse, hope, 
Jove, adoration, and surprise. 
I saw, I felt, I believed. I won- 
dered, at first, that Lhad never 
seen, felt, or believed, before. 
But I soon found that this won- 
derful change in the human 
mind, is indeed a blessing and 
a gift from God ; that it is not 
ofhim that willeth, nor of him 
that runneih, but of God who 
sheweth mercy ; in short, that it 
is not of human might or power, 
but altogether by God the 
Spirit. The Scriptures now were 
usealed in all those parts which 
b came necessary for my es- 
t Dlishment; and they shewed 
me, that God only could raise 
the dead—the dead in trespasses 
end sins, to newness of life ; that 
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no human wisdom can impart 
spiritual instruction; that the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus can 
only sustain that life, which it 
is his office to give ; and that 
the same spirit of grace and 
truth alone can confer the grace 
and truth, which are needful for 
the soul in all its conflicts with 
its enemies, and for safe conduct 
to eternity. And Oh, whata har- 
mony and glory did then appear 
in all the offices of the everlast- 
ing covenant ; what a propriety 
and suitableness in the work of 
the divine persons ; whata lus- 
trein the satisfaction of their 
unchangeable attributes ; what 
a force and savor inthe holy 
Scriptures ; what a hope from 
the promises ; what priyileges 
from communion with God, in 
his will, and love, and mercy ! 
In short, it was altogether won- 
derful, and altogether new. It 
was a life of newness, as well as 
a newness of life. There was 
indeed a life and glory in the 
whole, which those, who have 
enjoyed them, can better rejoice 
in than describe. In one word, 
I felt a hope full of immortality, 
and found new and earnest de- 
sires after immortal life.” 


Messrs. Epirors, 

AT the request ofa num- 
ber of geritlemen and professors 
of religion of different denomi- 
nations, I have drawn up the fol- 
lowing account which you are 
desired to publish in the Con- 
necticut Evangelical Magazine. 

C. Hubert. 
Springfield, N. a 
Jan. 31, 1806. 
Memoir of Samuel Lee. 
OR a number of months 
past, it hath been a very 
sickly and dying time in this 
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town. Although the number of 
deaths, has not been in propor- 
tion in this town to the number 
of sick, as IN many towns a- 
round us, yet the mortality here 
hath been great. As there is no 
pinister in this town but myself, 
the greater part of my time for 
eight months, has been taken 
up with the sick, the dying, and 
the dead. And however people 
can live, not only without God, 
and without hope, but also with- 
out fear or concern in the world; 
yet Iam more and more eon- 
vinced, that there are but very 
few, that can die without great 
fear, and oftentimes horror of 
mind; even where they have 
fortified their minds with uni- 
versalism or infidelity. Among 
those few, who on the near ap- 
proach of death, have had their 
fears taken away, some have 
been enabled greatly to rejoice 
on that account ; and have uni- 
formly professed that their hopes 
were built on the mercy of God, 
the merits of Christ, the prom- 
ises of the gospel, and on evan- 
velical holiness. 

Of those that have manifested 
to have hope in their death, none 
was more remarkable than Sam- 
uel Lee, son of Deacon John 
Lee, who died on the sixth inst. 
in the eleventh year of his age. 
This youth for a long time had 
been in a debilitated and declin- 
ing state, yet great hopes were 
entertained of his recovery, even 
by very able physicians, until a 
short time before his death. A 
lew weeks before his death, he 
gave his friends some good rea- 
sons to hope that he had met 
With a saving change. ‘This he 
manifested by his fear of sin, and 
his abhorrence of it, both in 
himself and others. 


ed expressions of some of his 


mates, he appeared to be affect- 
ed, and said he was sure they 
could not say so again. When- 
ever he said or did any thing 
that appeared to him to be wrong, 
he would check himself, and 
say he was sorry, and that he 
should not say or do so any 
more. 

Before his death, he had one 
or two very ‘iil turns, in which 
it was thought that he would 
survive but a few hours; and 
although in these turns, he 
would sometimes express a de- 
sire to live, yet he manifested 
also a resignation to the will of 
God. A short time before he 
died, some young people came 
tosee him, that were singers, 
and he requested them to sing 
this Hymn, 

‘« Stoop down my thoughts that use 
to rise, 

Converse a while with deatt, 

Think how a gasping mortal lies, 
And pants away his breath,” &c. 
He manifested that his mind was 
much taken up with the realitics 
of the eternal world. 

The day before he died, being 
Lord’s day, his parents sent a 
request, desiring the prayers of 
God’s people for him and them ; 
that they might be prepared for, 
and reconciled to, his holy will 
and pleasure. 

On Monday I went to visit 
him and the family, whom I 
found in tears. I did not go im- 
mediately into the room where 
the sick child was, but stopped in 
another room, to converse with 
the doctor, whom I found there, 
to gain his opinion respecting; 
the child, who said he was very 
near his end. 

While this conversation was 
taking place, Deacon Lee came 
into the room where I was, and 





Once, speaking of some wick- 


told me his son desired me to 
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come into the room, and pray 
with him ; I went in and found 
him sitting up, being unable to 
breathe if he lay down. And 
although it appeared he could 
live but a few: moments, yet 
he had the full exercise of his rea- 
son, and gave direct answers to 
questions proposed to him ; and 
said he was willing todie. When 
attending tothe solemn duty of 
prayer, his bodily pains and dis- 
tress seemed to be taken away, 
or swallowed up by the devo- 
tion of his soul ; and he scarcely 
uttered agroan, during the whole 
time. After prayer, I asked him 
some questions, in order to dis- 
cover whether he was sensible 
of the near approach of death ; 
and what were his views and ap- 
prehensions of himself in the 
view of that trying event. From 
all which it appeared to me, 
that he was favored with those 
divine supports of which those 
only partake, who have tasted 
the sweets of sovereign grace, 
and redeeming love, and that the 
willingness of this child to die, 
and the the tranquillity of his 
mind, even in his dying mo- 
ments, notwithstanding his be- 
lief ofa judgment to come, and 
a state of rewards and punish- 
ments beyond the present life ; 
is an evidence of the truth of 
the gospel, that infidels can ne- 
ver justly gainsay or cenfute. 
As it was expected every hour 
would be his last, I was request- 
ed by his parents to tarry with 
them until night; I accord- 
ingly did, and was an eye 
witness to the following af- 
fecting scene. About six o’- 
clock in the evening, he was 
found to be dying, of which he 
appeared to be fully sensible. I 
went to him, (he continuing sit- 


ting up as before,) and took hold 
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of his hand, and seeing he was 
just gone, [ asked him if he 
knew me, he said he did, and 
called me by name ; he then 
spoke to several persons in the 
room, and said, l know you all, 
He then spoke to his youngest 
brother and said unto him, I am 
dying, and you nist die, you 
must all die. He was then ask- 
ed by his aged grandmother, 
whether he was willing to die ; 
yes, said he, I am willing to die 
and leave you all. He then ask- 
ed her whether she expected to 
die, and when. She told him 
she should die soon, for she was 
an old woman, and could not 
live long, but knew not how long, 
He then looked at her with a 
solemn smile and said, Grand- 
mamma, farewell. He then, 
called to his father and said un- 
to him, Jam dying, father, are 
you willing I should die ; who 
replied [hope I am willing, to 
submit to the will of God ; well, 
father, said he, farewell. He 
then spoke to his mother, who 
held him up, mother, J em wil- 
ling to die and leave you all, fare 
you well, His mother asked him, 
why he was willing to die ? His 
head then dropped upon herarm, 
and he was unable to speak any 
more ; and within two, or three, 
minutes he breathed his last, 
without a struggle or a groan. 
Thus lived, and with the ut- 
most composure of mind, thus 
died, this amiable child, and 
hereby is verified the declara- 
tion of the psalmist, “ out of 
the mouth of babes and suck- 
ings thou hast ordained praise.” 
On Wednesday following, his 
funeral was attended, when at 
the request of Deacon Lee, and 
his family, I preached a sermon 
from 2d Kings, 4th Chap. the 
last part of the 26th verse, “ Is 
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it well with the child ? and she 
answered it is well,” toa very 
large, attentive and affected au- 
dience ; and were it not for the 
amazing depravity of the human 
heart, we should be ready to 
think that most of those who 
were eye Witnesses to this, and 
to other solemn _ providences 
that have taken place in this 
town, within eight or ten months 
past, could never forget them, 
nor rest secure until their peace 
was made with God ; by repent- 
ance towards him, and by faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ; and 
until they had secured that good 
part, which should never be 
taken away from them. 

Itis believed that God hath, 
by his Holy Spirit, made these 
things effectual, for saving good 
to some precious and immortal 
souls, and it is still hoped, that 
God, in infinite mercy, willmake 
further displays of his glorious 
grace ; and not only put a stop, 
to the prevalence of vice, and 
immorality, and infidelity, and 
abounding error ; but that pure 
and undefiled religion, may re- 
gulate the hearts, and govern 
the lives of mankind. May God 
arise and plead his own cause, 
and glorify his own great name, 
and may the whole earth be fil- 
led with his glory ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


—= oe 
Anecdote of Mr. Tindall. 


Mr. Tindall, in the year 1527, 
began the translation of the New 
‘Testament and of the Penta- 
teuch into the English language. 
When the work was nearly com- 
pleted (such mystery attends 
many parts of the economy of 
Providence), on his passage to 
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in a shipwreck. Unbroken in 
his spirits by the disaster, he: 
again addressed himself to the 
work, and actually published a 
considerable part of the divine 
oracles, soon after, in England. 
The bishop of London, who with 
many of his brethren were pro- 
voked at the measure, consulted 
with one Packington, a merchant 
of the city, on the best means 
of suppressing the translation. 
Packington who was probably a 
secret friend to Mr. Tindall, 
advised that the whole impres- 
sion should be bought up. The 
bishop furnished a /arge sum for 
the purpose. The merchant 
waited on Mr. Tindall, and re- 
ceived the whole of the work, 
excepting a few copies that had 
previously been sold. With the 
money furnished by the bishop, 
Mr. Tindall not only supported 
himself during a tedious exile, 
but, as was his object, employed 
the sum in part, in meeting the 
expenses incident on a transla- 
tion of the whole bible. 

While Mr. Tindall was em- 
ployed in translating (I think in 
Germany), a number of persons 
accused of heresy, by Sir ‘iho- 
mas More, then Lord Chancel- 
lor, were about to be led forth 
to execution. To one of them, 
whose name was George Con- 
stantine, Sir Thomas offered a 
pardon on condition he would 
disclose to him, who they were 
in London, who were supporting 
Tindall beyond the seas. As 
soon as the man had procured 
every possible assurance that !is 
life should be spared in case of 
his making the discovery, he 
declared that Afr. Tindall’s sufi- 
fort had been drawn from the 
bishop of London, who had pur- 





Hamburgh he lost all his papers 


chased his Testaments at an ad- 
vanced price. The confusion 
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of Sir Thomas may be easily 
conceived. He however gave 
the confessor his life. 

The recollection, that Mr. 
Tindall was martyred at Ville- 
fort in Flanders, “ for translating 
into English the New-Testa- 
ment and a part of the Old,” 
should teach us to value the 
privileges we are daily sharing, 
and to retain a grateful remem- 
brance of those excellent men, 
who have procured them, and 
conveyed them to us at the cost 
of their blood. O. 


‘ a 


On the Efficacy of Prayer. 


The parents of the late Rev. 
Dr. Samuel Finley were emi- 


nently pious. They had seven 
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sons, and one daughter. It was 
their practice, soon after the 
birth of each child, to set apart 
a day to be spent in prayer to 
God, and intercession on behalf 
of the child, that it might be a 
subject of divine grace, and an 
heir of eternal life. 

Their prayers appear to have 
ascended, like Cornelius’s, as a 
memorial before God; and the 
parents had the pleasure to see 
their children distinguished for 
their piety even in their youth, 
and growing in grace as the 
number of their years increased. 
Most of them lived to an ad- 
vanced age ; were useful in their 
several spheres ; and greatly 
respected and beloved on ac- 
count of the eminence of their 
Christian character. 


Donation to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 


August 4. A Lady of New-Hampshire, = - 


- -= $6 09 





